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Objectives for 
Lower Pecos River Basin District-Specific (PRDSR) 

Water Master Regulations 
For Implementation of Active Water Resources Management (AWRM) in the  

Lower Pecos River Basin Water Master District (PRWMD) 
 
 

A. Protect senior water rights from impairment through administration of both surface and 
ground water rights within the PRWMD in accordance with the Settlement, or by priority 
administration, or by other methods as provided by the AWRM regulations. 

B. Maximize the beneficial use of New Mexico’s water resources within New Mexico while 
preventing any net shortfall in delivery requirements to Texas under the Pecos River 
Compact and the United States Supreme Court 1988 Amended Decree. 

C. Establish procedures for the administration of the operation of augmentation wells and 
the administration of delivery, storage, and diversion of augmentation well water. 

D. Implement administration in the Lower Pecos River Basin as required, and limited, by the 
Pecos Settlement. 

E. Implement administration to deliver sufficient water to the state line in the event New 
Mexico must remedy a net shortfall in Compact deliveries: 

1. if the Settlement conditions precedent are not satisfied and Settlement 
fails; or 

2. if the conditions precedent are satisfied but the associated increase in 
state line deliveries is insufficient to prevent any reoccurrence of a net 
delivery shortfall. 

F. Establish a Generalized Hydrologic Analysis applicable to defined areas within the 
PRWMD to support expedited consideration by the State Engineer of Replacement Plans 
providing for continued water use by junior water users that are subject to administrative 
curtailment of water use. 

G. Implement conjunctive administration of surface water rights and associated 
supplemental irrigation wells within the PRWMD. 

H. Establish a system for administration of changes in environmental depletions of water 
due to managed changes in riverine and riparian habitat, and due to changes in reservoir 
operations. 

I. Establish specific identification and enforcement procedures for the Water Master to 
follow to curtail illegal use of water, including use of water that exceeds water rights, and 
to prevent waste of water within the PRWMD. 

J. Establish the system for consideration of objections and appeals of Lower Pecos River 
Basin Water Master decisions and actions. 

K. Promote the expedited marketing and leasing of water rights. 


