
House Memorial 42 
Written Comments from Stakeholders 

June 30, 2009 
 

Written comments were received from the following stakeholders following the June 11, 
2009 meeting (in order received):  
 

1. New Mexico Water Utilities Association (Paul Risso, President) 
2. For Gallup, Espanola, Las Cruces, and Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water 

Utility Authority, Jay Stein (Stein & Brockman, P.A.)  
3. New Mexico Municipal League (Regina Romero) 
4. City of Santa Fe (Marcos Martinez, Claudia Borchert, Amanda King, Dale Lyons) 
5. Sierra Club, Rio Grande Chapter (Sigmund Silber) 

 
 
 









 
 
 
June 30, 2009 
 
 
 
Cheri Vogel 
Water Conservation Coordinator 
State Engineer’s Office 
State of New Mexico 
Santa Fe, New Mexico  87501 
 
Dear Cheri: 
 

REF:  HM 42 Task Force – Proposed Criteria for Water Development Plans 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the “PROPOSED CRITERIA FOR 
WATER DEVELOPMENT PLANS” Discussion Draft.  The task force process we’ve 
been participating on for the past several years has been very educational.   
 
Regarding the proposed criteria, we would like to note that any criteria should not restrict 
the planning process anymore than the current statute allows for.  We agree that water 
development plans are a responsible way to provide for future water needs however, any 
guidelines, rules or regulations that are tied to any “specific”  project completion date, or 
funding thereof,  should not defeat the purpose of the 40 year water plan by creating 
artificial timelines that are lesser than allowed for beneficial use.  Applications for 40 
year water plans should demonstrate a genuine need and ability to hold water rights 
unused based on sound justifiable practices and processes. 
 
Because of the numerous non-consensus issues on the discussion draft, there is definitely 
a need to continue the dialogue and brainstorming with all stakeholders before any  
“Criteria for Water Development Plans” are finalized. 
 
We want to thank the State Engineer’s Staff and all of the Task Force participants for all 
their work on this issue. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Regina Romero 
Intergovernmental Relations Director 
New Mexico Municipal League  
 
 












