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Dear Fellow Citizens: 

I hope you will take advantage of this
comprehensive guide on how to select and
care for landscape plants that thrive in
Albuquerque’s high-desert environment. 
In a community that pours nearly 13 billion
gallons of water over our landscapes every
year, this publication will guide us in 
transforming our thirsty lawns to spectacular

arrangements of native and drought-tolerant landscapes that love high,
dry heat. 

Our landscapes are wonderful forms of expression that beautify our
homes and neighborhoods. They can increase our property values and
bring nature right to our doorsteps. However, growing plants of any kind
in Albuquerque’s high-desert environment requires careful planning,
constant attention and perhaps most of all, valuable resources. 

Please use this Xeriscape Guide – along with the City’s xeriscape
rebate program and free irrigation guides, videos, and xeriscape design 
templates – to create something very special and unique to you and
your neighborhood. Call the City at 768-3655 for information. 

Albuquerque is a beautiful place to live. Rather than challenging
our environment, let’s create landscapes that complement the desert’s
beauty and grace. 

Sincerely,

Martin Chavez, Mayor
City of Albuquerque
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M
ost of New Mexico sits amidst the Great Southwestern Desert. In a
typical year, some of our cities get just 8 inches of precipitation.
That’s not enough to keep Kentucky Bluegrass green and lush,
nor is it enough to enable annuals such as pansies and petunias

to flourish and flower. 
So we add water. Lots of water.
During the hot summer months, more than 70% of all water use in

many New Mexico cities goes toward landscaping. Billions of gallons of
precious water are applied to plants that, quite frankly, were never
intended to grow in our climate. 

To maintain our wonderful quality of life in the desert Southwest and
to ensure adequate future supplies, we need to reduce our outdoor water
use. Adopting the water-wise principles of xeriscaping is one way to meet
that goal.

The color photographs in this book feature some of the most beautiful
and water-thrifty plants that will thrive in our sunny climate. By choosing
these xeric plants for your landscape, you can create a water-wise xeriscape
that will add beauty to your home— and help preserve New Mexico’s
enchanting quality of life.
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