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Today’s meeting began with introductions from each participant.  Handouts from 
Joanne Hilton (DBS&A) were made available prior to the presentation on the synthesis of 
the regional plans.  Handouts on water transfer, and the importance of planning white 
papers, were also made available. 
 

The first topic of today’s meeting was the presentation on the regional water plan 
synthesis given by Joanne Hilton.  The presentation lasted until lunch due to the amount 
of discussion over various details of this presentation.  Following are some of the aspects 
of the presentation that rose comment: 

• Legal issues appear to be consistent among the regional plans. 
• Precipitation data was obtained from an over all NOAH climate region, 

and not from the individual regional plans. 
• Much discussion over the need to clarify the multitude of jurisdictional 

boundaries so as not to confuse the issues as illustrated in the presentation 
(i.e. regional planning area vs. groundwater basin management areas). 

• Some of the data in the presentation was questioned, in particular the 
images showing groundwater level declines.  For example Albuquerque 
municipal wells have dropped over 150 feet, while the scale of decline 
shown in the presentation reaches a maximum of only 50 feet.  This 
seemed a gross mis-representation to a couple of the members. 

• The pie chart on water withdrawals raised much concern, and 
disagreement.  Many members felt that this chart gives a false impression 
of the water resource’s available for transfer out of the agricultural sector. 

• Over all the committee seemed supportive of this effort to combine 
regional plans as a first attempt to integrate into the state plan. 

 
 



Lunch  
 
After the lunch our facilitator, Bruce Poster, directed discussion to the white paper 
on water rights transfers. 
 
One Ad Hoc member briefly discussed the history of the white papers on water 
transfers and pointed out that the committee has developed some real expertise on 
this issue.  
 
 Much of the following discussion revolved around the structure of the 
white paper, along with modifications to wording. 
 
 There was also much discussion over items 3-6 of the Recommendations.  
The appendix of this white paper was not handed out, yet referred to.   
 
 There was a sense of accomplishment at the end of the meeting with near 
consensus on the white paper as a whole. 

 
  

 
 


