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1. Welcome and Introductions 

 *Note: This meeting followed a joint meeting with the Governor’s Blue Ribbon Task 
Force on Water that featured presentations about global climate change. See 
http://www.nmdrought.state.nm.us/NMDSummit-2006/Summit2006-presentations.html for similar 
presentations to those made by speakers Dr. Overpeck and Dr. Gutzle.r The RWPAC portion of 
the meeting was, therefore, shorter than usual. Not all RWPAC members were able to attend. 

 
2. ISC Per Diem Discussion 

Angela Bordegaray informed the group that the Interstate Stream Commission at its October 
meeting approved the request to reimburse RWPAC members for their travel expenses to 
RWPAC meetings via the state’s per diem statute. The purpose of ISC approval is to better 
ensure that members from all the regions can attend regularly. Bordegaray noted that it is 
intended for members who do not have other means of obtaining reimbursement versus those 
members who receive paid compensation and reimbursement for participating already. The 
offer applies to one person per region (generally the driver) to encourage continued 
carpooling. The funding for this comes from the regional planning budget and will be in 
effect through December of 2008. Meetings will go from monthly to bi-monthly to cover 
these costs. Bordegaray will e-mail the form the qualified (officially designated) RWPAC 
members must fill out and return to the ISC to be eligible for reimbursement. Instructions 
will be provided along with the form, as Angela will not be the staff person who processes 
the paperwork.  

[Note: The Nov. 8 meeting will be at ISC – 2nd floor conference room.] 
 

http://www.nmdrought.state.nm.us/NMDSummit-2006/Summit2006-presentations.html


 
3. Status of Water Planning Funding Requests 

Angela reported that the State Water Plan Review and Update are emerging efforts. She 
hopes to have more to share at the next meeting. She noted that there would be an extensive 
public input process associated with the Update in 2008. She described the ISC funding 
request for water planning at the upcoming legislative session (fiscal year 2009). The ISC 
again is asking for $345,000 for regional planning, to bring to $400,000 the total amount 
recurring annually for regional plans. [Note: this fiscal year 2008 the amount awarded was 
$55,000.] The total of the budget and special appropriations request totals one million dollars 
for water planning efforts. 
 

4. White Papers Update 
a. Water Transfer Policy 

A subcommittee of Conci Bokum, Randy Kirkpatrick, and Tom Springer agreed to 
convene through email/phone discussions to finish up any unfinished business with 
regard to the Water Transfer Policy White Paper. They thought that they were very 
close to an agreement and could bring something to the group by the next meeting. 

       b.  Importance of Water Planning and Implementation 
Elaine Hebard handed out a one-page summary of text and some bullets that she 
thought summarized the group’s sentiments about the importance of water planning 
in New Mexico. The one-page document is a combination of the various drafts 
already generated by the subcommittee of Joe Quintana, Bob Wessely, Elaine 
Hebard, and Angela Bordegaray. A discussion ensued about the content and format of 
that document. Then Bob Wessely handed out a one-page document, in a mostly 
bulleted format.  More discussion ensued, and it was agreed that Angela would 
coordinate a small group to take the best of both documents and create a new 
document for the group to review at the next meeting.  
 

Discussion regarding Distinction between Regional Water Plans and the State Water Plan 
A strong point was made that regional planning efforts began 20 years ago and that the State 
Water Plan is “just 5 years old,” and that the two very separate efforts were never meant to 
be “meshed” or “integrated.” It was also pointed out that the regional planning process had 
been an inclusive, bottom-up process, while the State Water Plan process had been more of a 
top-down process (at least in putting together the final result). Angela suggested that the 
group have a discussion of the history of both planning documents and processes at the next 
meeting, since she and others are still trying to discern the history of water planning in the 
state to know how best to forward water planning overall. A strategy on how to approach the 
legislature for water planning funds would be discussed at the next meeting, when the White 
Paper content was agreed upon. She mentioned that the agency plan was to fund four 
regional water plans (updates) per year, in the order that the plans had been accepted by the 
ISC. 
            

5. Next Meeting 
The next meeting of the RWPAC is scheduled for Thursday, November 8th from 10am 
to 3pm.  The ISC conference room was not available that day.  The idea of meeting in the 
BOR room was mentioned.  

[Note: The Nov. 8 meeting will be at ISC – 2nd floor conference room.] 
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