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NEW MEXICO INTERSTATE STREAM
COMMISSION

STATE WATER PLAN – REGIONAL WATER PLANS
AD HOC COMMITTEE

December 8, 2005
Draft Summary Meeting Notes

The meeting commenced with introductions of members, alternates and observers
present. One spokesperson from each region was seated at the table and alternate
members and observers were seated in the gallery.  One region (Lea County) attended via
telephone and one region (Socorro – Sierra) was excused.  Also in attendance was John
Leeper from the Navajo Nation and Judith Espinosa, Interstate Stream Commissioner.

The committee reviewed notes from the November 4, 2005 meeting for suggested
clarifications.  These notes are posted on the OSE website www.ose.state.nm.us.

At the November 4, 2005 meeting ad hoc committee members caucused and suggested a
common format for the policy papers.  Suggestions for formatting the policy papers
included condensing text to two or three pages, providing a problem/policy statement,
listing a rationale and findings, and listing implementing recommendations, and putting
generic or supporting data such as statute and other references into appendices as
necessary.  The Ad Hoc Committee coordinator presented a paper summarizing the
process established to date that included recommendations on reporting the committee
work to the ISC.

It was determined that the format for committee reports still needs input before it is
finalized.  Members requested the addition of an item 10) “All reports are subject to
change before presentation to the ISC”.   Members also observed that some of the items
on the recommendation components list could be combined and that developing the
watershed management policy paper has been useful in determining the format of the
committee papers.

A discussion of the Infrastructure Financing policy paper concluded that a team of
members will draft proposed changes to the Water Trust Fund Act to include funding for
planning, engineering studies and feasibility studies for presentation to the ISC and
possibly the 2006 Legislature.  Concerns raised in the discussion were the original
purpose of the Water Trust Fund had an urban centered motive for getting funds for
municipal water.  It was noted however that many rural projects (watershed management
and mutual domestic water systems) had gotten funds in the last few years as well as the
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big pipeline projects that will provide urban water.  Mark Edwards, Jim Corbin and
Howard Hutchinson volunteered for this team.

A more concise form of the Watershed Management white paper was reviewed word
by word by the committee. There were many concerns raised regarding the text and the
format:

• Who has jurisdiction to make decisions on federal lands
• Whether or not there is overlapping jurisdiction on planning matters
• Whether or not plan consistency actually occurs
• Whether or not the Federal entities really do want to cooperate
• The fact there may be a gap between federal law and departmental policy
• The fact that the federal government has ultimate sovereignty on federal lands
• The best approach to the federal entities is positive and “can do”.

It was noted that the paper was trying to mix facts with process and that these should be
segregated.

It was also noted that not all watershed management is in upland areas, but riparian areas
and dry washes (arroyos) also require management.

The committee determined that the text needed to be divided into findings related to
geomorphology and procedures and to be sure that the recommendations were more than
findings.

The committee drafted a guiding statement as follows:

“Watershed management is necessary in all areas of New Mexico to enhance the state’s
water supply. Preventing catastrophic fire, controlling soil erosion, preventing siltation,
controlling surface run off and increase filtration is critical to preserve all watersheds in
the state. The coordination of the federal, tribal, state, local and regional plans is the key
in implementation of sound watershed management for population centers, rural
communities, agricultural areas, and the riparian environment”.

The identified problem is coordinating federal, state tribal, regional and local plans for
implementing watershed management.

Tom Springer and Ron Gardiner were assigned the task of re-working the document for
the next meeting scheduled for January 18, 2006.


