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The meeting commenced with introductions of the committee and a welcome from Judith 
Espinosa, Interstate Stream Commissioner (ISC), regarding the importance of the work 
the committee would be doing for the ISC.  Fifteen of the sixteen water planning regions 
were represented at the meeting.    
 
The ISC re-convened the Regional Water Plan Ad Hoc Committee (See Section F of the 
SWP) to discuss topics and develop  

1)  recommendations on procedures for resolving differences between the state water 
plan and regional water plans, 

2)  collaborate on strategies for implementation of regional water plans, and  
3)  provide recommendations regarding funding water plan strategies to the WTB. 

 
Mary Helen Follingstad, ISC Water Planning Programs Manager, facilitated the meeting.    
A paper on the purpose of the committee and a proposed process was presented. 
 
The Ad Hoc Committee (committee) discussed the proposed  process and the following 
was determined: 
 
A consensus approach will be used - and   
 

• all sides of an issue discussed by the committee will be presented as background 
for the recommendations;   

• counterpoints and differences of opinion on the issues will be considered tools for 
working toward the consensus statements and reports to be submitted to the ISC, 
i. e. they are useful components for “telling the story,  sharpening the alternatives 
and determining  priorities;    

• subcommittees composed of members of the committee can – if determined to be 
needed by the committee - vet the tough issues and develop “straw man” 
proposals for the committee as a whole to discuss; 

• the process will be open to the public, speakers will be invited to help with fact 
finding; time will be allowed for public comment and written material. 

 
It was noted that some externals could be related to law and it is important to not let 
issues get lost. 



 
Only one “ground rule” was established – that cell phones would be turned off during the 
deliberations of the committee.   
 
The committee reviewed their “to be discussed later” task list in the 2003 state water plan 
(see page 2, Appendix C, State and Regional issues, New Mexico State Water Plan).   
 
The committee determined that a discussion of collaboration with levels of government 
(See Section C.10 and C.14 of the New Mexico State Water Plan) on strategies for 
watershed management and infrastructure development including related funding issues 
would be a good place to start the discussions since almost all of the regional plans 
included these as alternatives.  Representatives from the US Forest Service and the State 
Forest Service would be invited to make presentations at the next meeting. 
 
The committee determined that it was important to have public notice of their meetings 
and that deliberations, meeting notes, and committee reports would be posted on the 
OSE/ISC web site and on regional planning websites (where established).  On occasion, 
press releases could be used to share the work of the committee with the public.   
 
ISC Ad Hoc Committee meetings will be in Albuquerque at the ISC conference room 
from 10AM to 3PM unless more time is needed or another location is chosen from time 
to time.  
 
ISC Planning and Communication Division (PCD) staff (Mary Helen Follingstad and 
Maureen Haney) will facilitate the meetings.   
 
The next meeting will be Friday October 14, 2005 in Albuquerque.  Notice will be sent 
via e-mail for those who have it –ISC PCD staff will call those that don’t.   
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