
Anita Hand 
 

1) Please insert comments on the Draft New Mexico State Water Plan.
Please disregard previous documents with comments from Catron
County. There was a formatting error and needs to be replaced with
this attachment. Apologizes for the error,
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Infrastructure
What issues related to infrastructure would be most interesting to
you?
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you?
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you? 
management after catastrophic fires
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you? 
Rural water supply
Other
Are ther any other policy or issues that interest you? 
moving water ie: wet versus paper water transfers
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Neutral
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Neutral
 



7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Neutral
 

8) What other benefits of attending an event would be important to you?
Attending meetings allows for dialogue, however, the audience
should be equally represented. Top heavy with special interest
groups makes meaningful dialogue impossible
 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
Soil and Water districts across the state
local gov't that is or will be impacted by decisions made
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August 24, 2018 

 

Office of the State Engineer 

Interstate Stream Commission  

407 Galisteo Street, Suite #101  

Bataan Memorial Building P.O. Box 25102  

Santa Fe, NM 87504-5102 

 

Subject: Draft New Mexico State Water Plan 2018  
 

Commissioners,  

 

On behalf of the Catron County Board of County Commissioners, thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on 

the Draft State Water Plan 2018 for the State of New Mexico.  Helping New Mexico plan for our future, water planning 

will always be an essential aspect of the planning process.  There will always be conflicting opinions on how water 

planning should commence, but it is crucial that ALL stakeholders be included.    Drought and our State’s water resources 

continue to be in the forefront for job creators, economic developers, agriculture producers and policy makers across the 

State.  Given the complex nature of future planning for a vital resource, this Draft Plan has been well thought out.  Catron 

County applauds the time and effort of everyone involved.  Water will continue to a topic of concern and we must protect 

and conserve when possible.   

 

After review of the Draft Plan, Catron County has the following concerns about the plan in its current draft form.   

 

1) Catron County is a rural county with Agriculture being the base of our economy.   It is concerning that there 

has been little mention of agriculture and its use in the document.   Agriculture accounts for approximately 

seventy-five percent of all water used in the State according to your own report.  Some of the most senior 

water rights are owned by agriculture producers yet very little has been mentioned.  While urban areas 

deserve to be recognized and have legitimate concerns, it needs to be pointed out that our state is 

predominately rural and there should be more emphasis on industries that rely on water resources to survive 

and grow.   

2) The Draft Plan as presented has very little input from local government and with that said, it leads the County 

to assume that State and Federal agencies will be in a better position to dictate where future funding is 

allocated and which water projects have merit to reach implementation.   

3) Soil and Water Conservation District Act 73-20-25 NMSA 1978 states “the land, water and other natural 

resources are the basic physical asset of New Mexico, and their preservation and development are necessary 

to protect and promote the health and general welfare of the people of the state”; and continues on to declare 

the purpose of Soil and Water Conservation Districts.  Soil and Water District from across the state are 

entrenched with water resource planning and implementation.  They are the best resources available to 
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understand the specific needs of our diverse regions.  Unfortunately, the Draft Plan has not recognized the 

granted legislative authority of these Districts.   The Soil and Water Districts were not included in most, if not 

all, of the proposed plan for water in New Mexico.   

 

The Draft Plan states that New Mexico has an adequate supply of water to meet its current demands in spite of the fact 

that New Mexico, as a whole, is currently over-appropriated according to the Office of the State Engineer.   Almost all of 

New Mexico is under drought conditions and some are labeled exceptional drought, so how does New Mexico have an 

adequate supply to meet current demands.  This should be readdressed or removed.   

 
We feel that the plan as presented cannot be endorsed by the county without assurances that Soil and Water Districts are 

also in support of this plan and that local entities such as county governments have more control of their resources. We are 

willing to review these concerns with you.  We understand that there are multiple agencies involved, we merely want to 

make sure that areas where there is limited population but are the source of some of our state’s water supplies, are not 

pushed aside in the process.   We are committed to working with the Office of State Engineer, the Interstate Stream 

Commission and other stakeholders to ensure positive outcomes with the plan while still respecting private property rights 

of our citizens.   

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Bill Green 

Catron County Manager  
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