
Border Soil & Water Conservation District 
 

1) Please insert comments on the Draft New Mexico State Water Plan.
Border Soil & Water Conservation District is submitting our
comment concerning the New Mexico State Water Plan. We ask that
our state’s water plan make agriculture a higher priority. (Part II,
page 75) Most senior water rights belong to agriculture producers.
This vital industry is needed to feed you and your family. Without
water for agriculture, your food supply could be reduced and much
more expensive. 

Part II, Page 34-57; We would like to see more focus on “cleaning
up and reusing produced water” in other areas besides oil and gas
industry. State statutes prohibit agriculture from utilizing produced
water, please consider allowing ag to use all available water sources.
A great deal of potable water is used for fracking in the oil industry. 
Part I, Page 10 & 22; Our district is very concerned that Soil &
Water Conservation District’s (SWCD’s) role in managing and
implementing plans that directly affect water in our state is not
understood by this plan. SWCD’s have specific statutory duties,
power and authority. We are the local on-the-ground delivery system
for private landowners and the Farm Bill programs that install
infrastructure on agricultural lands. 
Part II, Page 22 - Districts are also responsible for administering
millions of dollars related to water issues in our state. One example,
SWCDs are the only local government with power and authority to
do watershed restoration on private, state, federal and tribal lands.
Border SWCD works directly with landowners to improve
watersheds, playas and water management practices. 
In closing, please acknowledge SWCD’s legislative authority and
focus on preserving our agriculture industry.
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this draft water plan.
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Infrastructure
What issues related to infrastructure would be most interesting to
you? 
Forest thinning to include infrastructure like saw mills,
transportation, pellet plants etc. Forest management helps protect
watersheds.



Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you? 
SWCD's are currently working with geologists to track aquifer data.
An expanded study would help with water planning.
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you? 
Weather modification implementation.
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you? 
SWCD's do most watershed and dam management. Increased forest
and brush management and help with dam maintenance.
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you? 
Seeking affordable ways to reuse water produced by oil and gas
wells, waste management etc.
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you? 
Encourage wise water use and planning.
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you? 
Look into improving water quality by introducing electrons to water
systems. This reduces the amount of water needed to grow
plants/grass by improving the surfactant quality of water.
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
a) Collaborative Workshop (meeting to generate solutions)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Strongly Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Strongly Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Strongly Agree



 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Strongly Agree
 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
Representative from Soil & Water Conservation Districts who are
currently working in areas like watersheds, forest management,
playa restoration etc. 

Kate Ziegler, or any geologist who is collecting aquifer data like age
of water, changes in the aquifer over time and water amounts in
different areas of New Mexico,
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