
City of Santa Fe Water Division 
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Infrastructure
What issues related to infrastructure would be most interesting to
you?
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you?
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you?
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you?
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you?
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you?
Water Planning
What issues related to water planning would be most interesting to
you?
Other
Are ther any other policy or issues that interest you?
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
a) Collaborative Workshop (meeting to generate solutions)
b) Presentations / Panel Discussions (event similar to a conference)
c) Open House (the public is invited to walk through an exhibit and
learn about topics)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Strongly Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Neutral



 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Strongly Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Strongly Agree
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Plan Part Section Subsection Page Comment 

Part 1 Introduction 1 – water 
infrastructure 

2 Should state:  “. . . 83% of the state’s total water 
infrastructure . . . “  

  3 – Drought 2 “Vulnerability to climate change is a . . .” seems 
like Climate Change is a big  component of Part 2 
but it’d be good to mention earlier – it seems the 
plan was avoiding it 

  4 – 
Watershed 
Management 

3 “Prioritize funding of forest treatment in 
watersheds that impact streams which supply or 
deliver surface water to Public Water Systems.”  I 
added some text to make this apply to RG basin 
systems that impact SJCP deliveries. 

 1 – Water 
Infrastructure 
Policy 

Paragraph 2 5 The City supports the SWP’s endorsement of 
effluent treatment;  would like to see another 
sentence or two about how wastewater is part of 
the supply for downstream users and potentially 
moving toward direct potable reuse of 
wastewater as treatment standards and cost 
increase. 

  Water 
Infrastructure 
Goals 

5 In goal 4, please include treated effluent as one 
of the such as’s for replacement of potable 
water. 

  Water 
Infrastructure 
Strategies 

6 Strategy 6 calls for support of regionalized or 
expanded water systems.  Regionalization is a hot 
topic in Santa Fe with some folks for it and others 
against – both within and without of the existing 
system.  I’d like to see this say, “where 
appropriate and consistent with the desires and 
customs of local communities.” Or something 
along those lines.  

 2. Data 
Collection and 
Monitoring 
Policy 

Title 12 Could this be changed to data collection, sharing, 
and monitoring policy? 

  Paragraph 4 12 This should address how this data collection is 
funded.  Gages are paid for by entities like the 
City of Santa Fe Water Division, and so is 
groundwater monitoring for permit compliance, 
infiltration for ASR permit prep, and more and 
more data.  Perhaps a coordinated data 
collection program could get more done with 
money that’s already being spent. 

  Data 
Collection 
and 
Monitoring 
Goals 

12 Goal 3 should include the need to continually 
incorporate new data and techniques for 
modelling and measurement and so on.  Also 
ongoing training for OSE staff to stay on top of all 
the latest. 
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 3 Drought 
Policy 

Title  17 This should acknowledge climate change with a 
new title:  “Drought and Climate Change” 

  Drought 
Strategies 

17  Strategy 2 – please include treated effluent reuse 
in the alternative supply list. 

  Drought 
Strategies 

17 Strategy 11:  replace periodically with constantly, 
or at least regularly. 

 4. Watershed 
Management 
Policy 

Overall 
content 

22 This seems like a lot for the State Engineer to 
take on.  The section reads as though the OSE will 
be the pre-eminent agency on the management 
of fire and watershed management.  Is that the 
intent? 

 5. Water 
Supply and 
Demand 
Policy 

Water Supply 
and Demand 
Strategies 

27 Strategy 1:  add “storage permits” to the 
opportunities.  There are places where 
limitations in permits constrain storage rather 
than physical limitations and it’d be great to be 
able to address both. 

  Water Supply 
and Demand 
Strategies 

27 Strategy 8:  please add a mention of treated 
effluent as an alternate source. 

  Water Supply 
and Demand 
Strategies 

27 Strategy 9:  I hate to ask, but maybe a timeline?  
Responses in 90 days?  Processed in 6 months?  If 
the plan were to recommend additional staffing 
for OSE district offices, the City would support 
that! 

 6. Water 
Conservation 
Policy 

Water 
Conservation 
Strategies 

32 Strategy 2:  remove “in place of potable water” 
because there are opportunities for high level 
treatment and using some of these alternatives 
to meet potable demand has to be on the 
horizon. 

 8. Water 
Planning 
Policy 

Water 
Planning 
Goals 

41 Goal 2:  could this be made stronger to say, 
“continually work on state water plan and issue 
an updated plan at least every 5 years”? 

  Water 
Planning 
Goals 

41 Goal 8 – seems like the recognition of this 
relationship is already made, what’s the plan for 
how the OSE is going to embody this?  Is this 
intended to tie in to land use decisions in cities, 
or to watershed management?  Such a good idea 
that I want more information. 

  Water 
Planning 
Strategies 

42 Strategy 3:  this is great.  Given the efforts to get 
regional plans to be consistent, and the 
inconsistency of local planning, does this mean 
moving away from the common approach used in 
the RWP’s?   

Part 2 2. Description 
of Regional 
Water 
Planning 

Figure 2.1 6 Municipalities were the focus and primary 
participants in the regional planning process at 
more than double the number of ground- and 
surface-water ag users combined.  This seems 
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History and 
Process 

disproportionate to the small amount of water 
used by municipalities and the large amount 
used by agriculture.  One of the goals for 
improving the state water plan, and the regional 
water plans, as they continue to be updates 
would be to bring these numbers into correct 
proportion. 

 3.1.3 Climate 
Change 

Bullet list 14 Santa Fe strongly supports the inclusion of this 
section, even if it’s a subsection of a subsection.  
Doubtless, the State Engineer’s Office intends to 
proactively adjust policy to adapt to these 
changing conditions – a section correlating these 
anticipated changes with policy initiatives to help 
adapt water rights administration would be 
beneficial.   

 4. Water 
Demand 

4.1 Present 
Water Uses 

29 This data shows municipal diversions at below 
8% of total diversions – and we return about half.  
That puts municipal use below reservoir 
evaporation.  If this is the case, increased 
participation by agriculture is required to keep 
these plans relevant. 

 4. Water 
Demand 

4.1 Present 
Uses 

31 Table 4.2 doesn’t have total use by category. 

 4. Water 
Demand 

4.3 Water 
Demand 
Forecasts 

39 3rd Paragraph – “same per capita demand would 
continue for the existing population and that 
new population would be served at a lower rate 
of water use depending on the regions per capita 
demand.”  This is really confusing and seems 
overly complex. 

 5. Supply – 
Demand Gap 

Second 
Paragraph 

45 This paragraph captures one of the aspects of the 
regional plan that Santa Fe was concerned about 
– Thank you. 

 6.3 Water 
Management 
Issues 

 59 “One region raised the issue of the increase in 
water demand as farmers shift from low- to high-
water demand crops without acquiring more 
water rights.”  This sounds troublesome and is 
the reason that groups like the city want more 
effective metering everywhere. 

 6.3 Water 
Management 
Issues 

First 
Paragraph 

60 “. . . concerns about large development projects 
or water rights transfers moving water or water 
rights away from basins or regions or origin . . .” 
A corresponding section offering alternatives 
would be beneficial – these transfers generally 
occur to move old surface ag rights into 
groundwater wells as offset rights and cities – 
like Santa Fe – would really like to be discussing 
alternatives to avoid this. 
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 6.3 Water 
Management 
Issues 

Second 
Paragraph 

60 This discussion of offset rights should include a 
portion about the use of effluent water (this 
gives cities an incentive for greater efficiency) to 
meet offsets and preserve water rights in their 
places of origin. 

 6.4 Better 
Understanding 
of Water 
Resources 

 62 The City is reassured to see this inclusion of the 
need for a new administrative groundwater 
model in the Jemez y Sangre region. 

 7. Strategies 
for Addressing 
Key Water 
Issues 

Increase 
Water Supply 

67 Santa Fe is pursuing projects in two of these 
areas:  return flow credit for treated effluent and 
Aquifer Storage and Recovery.  Treated effluent 
is a likely future source for municipal water 
needs and it would be appropriate to see these 
ideas more prominently figured into. future 
versions of this plan. 

Part 3 2.3 The State 
Engineer’s 
Technical 
Expertise 

 2 “During that time, great hopes were placed on 
engineers, scientists and others with technical 
training to make the world better.”  Something 
about the way this is stated makes it seem like 
those hopes were misplaced.  This statement 
should be rewritten along the lines of, “Apparent 
hopes that New Mexico would be able to solve all 
of the State’s water problems through 
technology were never truly achieved.  We now 
realize that more than technology will be needed 
to address these issues which arise from a 
growing lack of water, increase demand, and the 
implementation of water law and interstate 
compacts.” 

 


