
Think New Mexico 
 

1) Please insert comments on the Draft New Mexico State Water Plan.
Part I, Sec. 5, Page 27: In its discussion of supply and demand, the
State Water Plan should encourage water managers to utilize the
Strategic Water Reserve, an important water management tool which
allows the state to build capacity to address water supply shortfalls
that might lead to litigation over endangered species or interstate
compact deliveries. Avoiding conflicts over those issues helps
protect water availability for all New Mexico water users.

Part II, Sec. 6.3, Page 59: Both interstate compacts and endangered
species are identified as challenges in the RWPs; the Strategic Water
Reserve is a tool designed to help address these challenges and
should be discussed. 

Part II, Sec. 7, Page 67: We recommend that one strategy for
addressing the key water issues identified in the plan is to maximize
the use of the Strategic Water Reserve. The Strategic Water Reserve
should be fully funded and prioritized in order to give the state more
flexibility in dealing with future conflicts over interstate compacts
and endangered species. 

Part III, Sec. 5, Page 5: In its discussion of the Interstate Stream
Commission, the plan should include a discussion of the Strategic
Water Reserve, which was enacted in 2005 (NMSA 72-14-3.3), and
provides the ISC with a powerful water management tool to address
conflicts on New Mexico's rivers over water for endangered species
and interstate compact obligations.
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you? 
Ensuring river flows needed for endangered species and interstate
compact deliveries during drought.
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you? 
Use of the Strategic Water Reserve as a water management tool.
 



3) What type of event would be most useful?
a) Collaborative Workshop (meeting to generate solutions)
b) Presentations / Panel Discussions (event similar to a conference)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Strongly Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Strongly Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Agree
 

8) What other benefits of attending an event would be important to you?
Providing input to state water managers.
 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
Former water managers (e.g., Estevan Lopez), water activists (e.g.,
Steve Harris), policymakers (state legislators), and current ISC and
OSE staff.
 


