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2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Infrastructure
What issues related to infrastructure would be most interesting to
you?
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you?
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you?
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you?
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you?
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you?
Water Planning
What issues related to water planning would be most interesting to
you?
Other
Are ther any other policy or issues that interest you?
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
a) Collaborative Workshop (meeting to generate solutions)
b) Presentations / Panel Discussions (event similar to a conference)
c) Open House (the public is invited to walk through an exhibit and
learn about topics)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Strongly Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Neutral



 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Strongly Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Strongly Agree
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Subject: Draft New Mexico State Water Plan 2018 

 

Commissioners: 

On behalf of the New Mexico Farm and Livestock Bureau (NMF&LB), thank you for the 

opportunity to provide comments on the Draft State Water Plan 2018 for the State of New 

Mexico. Water planning is and will continue to be an integral part in helping New Mexico 

prepare for OUR FUTURE. NMF&LB understands that there are varying opinions about 

how we should plan for the future, but one thing is for certain: inclusion of ALL 

STAKEHOLDERS is imperative! Drought and our State’s water resources continue to be a 

topic of discussion for our agriculture producers, job creators, economic developers and 

policy makers all around New Mexico. New Technologies are improving the way we do 

agriculture every day, but cooperation from producers, regulators and private citizens will 

ensure viability and sustainability of the agriculture industry for generations to come. 

 

The Draft Plan is well thought out given the complex nature of future planning for a resource 

that we “hope falls from the sky.” It’s no easy task and we applaud the time and effort of 

everyone involved in putting this document together. Water will continue to be a more and 

more scarce resource that we must protect and conserve whenever possible. Our farmers and 

ranchers are committed to continuing development of new technologies that allow for more 

efficient use of this precious resource. We are also committed to working with OSE, ISC and 

other stakeholders to ensure positive outcomes with the plan while still respecting private 

property rights of our citizens. Striking that balance is key. 

 

We have analyzed the three documents and we do have some concerns about the plan in its 

current draft form. There are some items that need addressing and clarification and some 

items that we feel have been missed or omitted. The first, and what seems to be the most 

obvious and biggest omission is the little mention of agriculture in the document. Agriculture 

accounts for roughly seventy-five percent of ALL water use in the State according to your 

own reports. Agriculture producers also have some of the most senior water rights in New 

Mexico, yet very little is mentioned about our industry when it should certainly be the 

priority, just given the fact of who OWNS the water in the State. There seems to be a huge 

emphasis on the urban areas of the State, yet places like Carlsbad in rural New Mexico are 

growing rapidly. The City of Carlsbad has gone from a population of less than 28,000 to over 

60,000 people in the past 2 years AND is projected to have over 100,000 within the next 2 

years. With growth projections like that, the plan has to call for new assessments of the Pecos 



Basin (as well as Lea County) because of the massive growth in population. These types of 

assessments should be done in all areas of NM experiencing growth.  

 

The draft plan also states that New Mexico has an adequate supply of water to meet its 

current demands. Our State “as a whole” is currently over-appropriated (according to OSE), 

and nearly all of New Mexico is in “drought” with parts of New Mexico in “exceptional 

drought” (the highest level of drought). So, I ask, how do we have an adequate supply “to 

meet current demands?” I believe the adequate supply statement needs to be addressed 

further or removed. 

 

Another area of the document that needs to be corrected is in Part 2 of the plan, on page 56. 

This part of the plan talks about “the extensive efforts to thin forests to reduce the risk of 

catastrophic wildfires.” This is very much so a misrepresentation of the ACTUAL efforts 

taking place in New Mexico to thin forests. I attended a meeting this past week with 

Congressman Pearce and State Engineer Blaine and the Congressman addressed this very 

issue in New Mexico and the absolute lack of thinning! I live in Cimarron, NM where we 

have some of the most profitable ranches in the State. The owners of these ranches are 100% 

dedicated/committed to conservation and have more resources than most to actually do 

conservation and forest thinning. Unfortunately, “red tape” and regulations have stifled 

conservation efforts and we are forced to watch our forests burn year after year. “Thinning” 

isn’t happening and it was evident with the Ute Park Fire that impacted my community 

earlier this summer. I am Village Council Member, so I was intimately involved with disaster 

coordination during the fire. I heard first hand from the experts on the ground about the lack 

of forest management and thinning. When I asked what the timeline was for getting the fire 

out, I was told it would be weeks. Knowing what resources, we had in the area, it made no 

sense why it would take “weeks.” I posed this “why” to several fire fighters over the course 

of the fire and I kept getting the same similar response, “this is how we manage forests these 

days.” Sadly, they were absolutely correct. We don’t actively manage our forest or 

watersheds and if this is the type of “extensive efforts” that the draft plan is referring to, I 

would ask that ISC identify NEW ways to thin because letting fires burn and destroying our 

watersheds is not the kind of “extensive efforts” we need. We need real thinning to take 

place and we need to build out infrastructure (saw mills, pellet plants, transport options, etc.) 

in the rural areas to support these efforts. Otherwise we’ll be chopping up downed trees and 

leaving them in the forest to burn in the next fire that comes if there’s nowhere to take them. 

 

Lastly, one of the most tremendous tools we have in New Mexico (and as agriculture 

producers) is our Soil and Water Conservation Districts (SWCDs). These districts are made 

up of men and women who deal very heavily with our resources in the various parts of our 

state, and in many cases, they are the best resources when it comes to understanding the 

specific needs of our geographically diverse regions. Unfortunately, the plan doesn’t 

recognize the granted legislative authority of the SWCDs in New Mexico created by the New 

Mexico State Legislature. The SWCDs are left off most of the proposed plan and they 

already do so much the work the plan calls for. It is my understanding the Soil and Water 

Conservation Districts will providing detailed comments about their duties and the areas of 

the plan that omit them as well as work they are doing or is already being doing by other 

agencies within New Mexico. NMF&LB asks that you strongly consider those comments 

since SWCDs already do much of what’s called for and they already have relationships with 



the federal agencies (NRCS, USDA) that will be needed for funding of future conservation 

efforts and projects. Again, thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Draft 

New Mexico State Water Plan 2018. If you have any questions of need further clarification, 

please feel free to contact me at (505)203-3028 or mattg@nmflb.org. 

 

V/R,  

Matthew E. Gonzales 

Director, Government Affairs  

New Mexico Farm & Livestock Bureau 
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