
National Young Farmers Coalition 
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you?
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you?
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you?
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
a) Collaborative Workshop (meeting to generate solutions)
c) Open House (the public is invited to walk through an exhibit and
learn about topics)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Strongly Agree
 

8) What other benefits of attending an event would be important to you?
Network-building; increasing dialogue amongst stakeholders of
these issues; building new relationships that can lead to better
thinking and more collaborative solutions.



 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
New Mexico young farmer members of the National Young Farmers
Coalition
New Mexico Acequia Association
New Mexico First
Quivira Coalition
Rio Grande Agricultural Land Trust
Western Landowners Alliance
Among many others
 



	
	   	   

 
 
 

Recommendations for the New Mexico Water Plan 2018 Draft 
 
The National Young Farmers Coalition (NYFC) is a national network of thousands of young 
farmers, ranchers, and consumers working together to reduce the barriers to young farmer 
success. Since 2010, we have grown to include 40 farmer-led chapters in 26 states. Young 
farmers in New Mexico have formed two young farmer-led chapters in the state, and NYFC has 
members and partners statewide. Together we envision a future where young people who are 
willing to work, get trained, and take a little risk can support themselves and their families in 
farming.  
 
Agriculture is one of New Mexico’s principal industries and is the bedrock of economic, cultural 
and historical identity in the state. However, it faces significant challenges, including increasing 
demands on limited water supplies. Many young farmers in the state are just beginning to grow 
their farm businesses in one of the worst drought years on record. While drought, climate 
change, and access to water are daunting challenges, young and beginning farmers and ranchers 
are investing in on-farm water stewardship to build resiliency. But young farmers can’t meet 
these demands alone. Ensuring that young farmers have access to land, water, tools and 
representation to steward the West’s water resources while growing good food is critical to their 
success – and to the future of New Mexico.  
 
Support for the next generation of farmers and ranchers couldn’t be more urgent: Although the 
number of young farmers in New Mexico is on the rise, the state still faces a looming “farmer 
supply-demand” gap. As of 2012, 68% of principal operators in New Mexico were over the age 
of 55, outnumbering young farmers 14 to 1.i In the next 20 years, as these farmers phase out of 
agriculture, more than half of the private farmland in New Mexico will change hands.ii As older 
generations phase out of farming, we need more young farmers on the land to serve as stewards, 
managing water resources, building climate resilience, and growing food for their communities. 
In addition, water is absolutely essential to preserving acequia, Tribal, and Pueblo agriculture 
and communities. The New Mexico Water Plan should ensure the voices of all agricultural 
communities in New Mexico are represented, and take this opportunity to safeguard the 
availability of water for future generations of farmers and ranchers. 
 
Below are recommendations for ways in which the New Mexico Water Plan can support current 



	
	   	   

and future generations of farmers and ranchers: 
 
Invest in water conservation & soil health for agricultural viability 
Water conservation is a critical tool across all sectors for addressing New Mexico’s water 
supply-demand gap. However, it is critical that water conservation strategies protect the ability 
of the land to sustain production overtime and support natural cycles. The buy and dry of 
agricultural lands is of significant concern, as is any temporary or permanent fallowing of 
agricultural lands that lack a plan to protect soil health and agricultural viability. To address this, 
we recommend the following:  
 
To Part I. Sec. 6 P. 32 Water Conservation Strategies line 4, add clause in bold: Encourage 
agricultural water conservation methods that do not increase consumptive use and that promote 
agricultural viability. 
 
Based on participant responses to our 2015 survey, NYFC found that young farmers are 
conservation-minded, learning to farm under increasingly dry and variable conditions, and 
willing to innovate. Ninety-seven percent of respondents said water conservation was important 
or very important.iii Ninety-four percent of respondents say they already use some form of 
conservation.iv Of these conservation practices, the most frequently cited technique was building 
soil health. The specific practices farmers use include cover cropping, crop rotation, mulching, 
and conservation tillage. Healthy soil enhances the effective delivery of water to the crop root 
zone, which helps stretch limited water supplies and reduces the need to irrigate as frequently.v 
According to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), one percent of organic matter 
in the top six inches of soil can hold up to 27,000 gallons of water per acre.vi Soil health can also 
carry with it other benefits, including increased productivity, reduced overhead expenses, carbon 
sequestration, and increased biodiversity. To address this, we recommend the following:  
 
To Part I. Sec. 6 P. 32 “Water Conservation Strategies,” add a line stating: Identify 
opportunities for advancing soil health practices in order to increase on-farm water conservation, 
build climate resilience, and enhance agricultural viability. 
 
Protect working lands and agricultural water supply for climate resilience 
Protecting working farm and ranch lands has a two-fold climate benefit: working lands sequester 
carbon in the soil, reducing the impact of carbon emissions on the atmosphere; they also buffer 
against the climate costs of developing agricultural lands. One study from California found that 
greenhouse gas emmissions per hectare on urban land were more than 70 times greater than 
irrigated cropland.vii With the impacts of extended drought and climate change taxing New 
Mexico’s water supply, it is critical that the state invest in climate mitigation and resilience as part 
of its water planning efforts. Farmland protection is an essential tool for this, which will also help 
ensure the state has land on which to grow food into the future. To address this, we recommend the 
following: 
 



	
	   	   

To	Part I. Sec. 6 P. 32 “Water Conservation Strategies,” add a line stating: Protect working 
farms and ranches as a tool for climate mitigation and resilience, food security, and protection of 
agricultural heritage for future generations of farmers and ranchers.  
 
Expand training and education on conservation and resilience best practices for 
agricultural service providers 
Sound technical assistance is an important way to address barriers to and encourage adoption of 
on-farm water conservation practices, and address the challenges posed by drought and climate 
change. Agricultural service providers are critical to delivering these resources to farmers and 
ranchers, and assisting producers in adopting new practices. Support for technical assistance 
should be explicit in the New Mexico Water Plan. To address this, we recommend the following: 
 
To	Part I. Sec. 6 P. 32 “Water Conservation Strategies,” add a line that states: Train and 
engage agricultural service providers to deliver resources to farmers and ranchers on best 
practices that support water conservation, soil health, carbon sequestration, and other tools of 
conservation and resilience.  
 
 
																																																								
i United States Department of Agriculture. National Agricultural Statistics Service. 2012 Census of Agriculture. 
ii Ibid.  
iii Kate Greenberg, Lindsey Lusher Shute and Chelsey Simpson. (2016) Conservation Generation. 
iv Ibid.  
v Ibid.  
vi https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb1082147.pdf 
vii http://www.energy.ca.gov/2012publications/CEC-500-2012-032/CEC-500-2012-032.pdf	


