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2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Infrastructure
What issues related to infrastructure would be most interesting to
you?
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you?
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you?
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you?
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you?
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you?
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you?
Water Planning
What issues related to water planning would be most interesting to
you?
Other
Are ther any other policy or issues that interest you? 
Agriculture needs to have representation in future meetings.
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
e) Other Type of Meeting (Please Describe) 
Open discussions
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.



Neutral
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Disagree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Neutral
 

8) What other benefits of attending an event would be important to you?
There needs to be two-way dialogue at any kind of an event.
Agricultural producers don't want to just "speak with and listen to"
people. They want to be heard and given the respect of answers to
their concerns.
 



MEMO: COMMENTS ON THE NEW MEXICO STATE WATER PLAN 

TO:  Interstate Stream Commission & Office of the State Engineer 

FROM: New Mexico Cattle Growers’ Association; New Mexico Wool Growers, Inc.; and 

the New Mexico Federal Lands Council 

 

On behalf of the about captioned groups with members from all over the state, thank you for 

the opportunity to comment on the State Water Plan and it’s three parts. 

We appreciate the 15 day extension of the comment period, however, a 30 to 45 day extension 

may have yielded more comments. 

Our initial reaction to the plan is the tremendous bias against agriculture throughout all the 

documents is shocking. Agriculture is a major component in New Mexico’s 

economy and is a basic industry in 30 of the state’s 33 counties (OPAAC, 2016b), 

Economic Contribution of the Beef Cattle Industry to New Mexico, 

Linebery Policy Center, published July 2018.  

PART 1: POLICY SECTION OF NEW MEXICO STATE WATER PLAN 

The authors of the New Mexico State Water Plan failed to recognize the legislative authority of 

the Soil and Water Conservation Districts in New Mexico created by the New Mexico State 

Legislature. This omission runs throughout the document and is grounds for a complete 

overhaul and re-drafting of the entire plan and its’ associated documents. 

TECHNICAL SECTION OF THE NEW MEXICO STATE WATER PLAN 

Page 34-57:  This section discusses water supply and water demand in New Mexico, however it 

is not inclusive of current data all basins, for example the Pecos Basin as well as Lea County 

area have experienced because massive growth in population which are occurring because of 

the oil and gas exploration and production. The City of Carlsbad has gone from a population of 

less than 28,000 to over 60,000 people in the past two years.  Carlsbad is projected to have a 

population of over 100,000 within the next two years. 

It is also very difficult to track the use of potable water by the oil and gas industry.  Is it 

considered Industrial or Commercial? 

There need to more focus on “cleaning up and reusing produced water” in areas other than oil 

and gas industry.  Agriculture could and should possibly utilize produced water, but state 

statutes prohibit that at this time. 

Weather Modification is not mentioned in the State Water Plan as a possible alternative for 

helping New Mexico meet our water supply needs, although neighboring states utilize weather 

modification successfully. 

Page 40:  The map does not include the Rio Puerco near Cuba that was designated as a 

perennial stream by the Water Quality Control Commission several years ago. This carries 

through to all the other maps.  This creates concern about other streams that are omitted.  



Page 75:  This page mentions Agricultural Infrastructure Needs.  This entire report is skewed 

toward Urban Water Supply Needs and even though agriculture producers have most of the 

Senior Water Rights, they are a very small part of the entire State Water Plan.  We feel that 

agriculture producers were completely under-represented in the draft of this plan.   

Pages 77-78: Shows only one category for agriculture which is improving storage, there are 

many, many more issues and needs affecting agriculture that are not included.  The fact that 

transferring water rights is such a large request proves that agriculture in New Mexico is NOT a 

priority in this plan. 

 PART 3: LEGAL SECTION OF NEW MEXICO STATE WATER PLAN 

Page 1:  The table of contents fails to include the Soil and Water Conservation Districts but, 

does include Acequias and Irrigation Districts. 

Page 3: Mentions the creation of SWCDs and Watershed Districts under NEW MEXICO Statute, 

but the SWCDs should be listed separately along with the Acequias and Irrigation Districts.  

In conclusion, Soil and Water Conservation Districts do not directly own water rights, but 

neither do most of the state and federal agencies listed.  Soil and Water Conservation Districts 

have applied for and received 7.2 million dollars specifically Agricultural System Improvements 

for Acequias!  SWCDs are also the local delivery system for around 40 million dollars from USDA 

Farm Bill programs such as EQIP, CSP, CRP and RCPP.  NEW MEXICOACD for SWCDs applied 

for and brought an additional 40 million dollars to NEW MEXICO for Watershed Management 

and Riparian Restoration and Agricultural Water Improvements.  Yet SWCDs are NOT 

recognized in your Directory of Organizations Crucial to Providing Support and 

Oversight of Infrastructure.   

It is disappointing that the primary focus is urban water supplies, Urban Storm Water Run-off, 

etc. and even though the agriculture producers are utilize over 75 percent of all water. 

The Conservation Districts in New Mexico sponsor close to 100 flood protection dams as 

sponsors or co-sponsors.  The SWCDs are responsible for Emergency Action Plans (EAP) which 

are required by the Dam Safety Bureau.  Many of the local Conservation Districts are funding 

“Ground Water Monitoring” especially in NE New Mexico. 

Drought management through agricultural farm bill programs is the best tool that is available 

and is utilized through the local conservation districts. 

The Soil and Water Conservation Commission is part of the Water Quality Control Commission, 

but not recognized as such in this plan.  

Managing ecosystem health private lands, forest conditions, watershed conditions, storm water” 

is specifically what Soil and Water Conservation Districts do. 

 


