
- None - 
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Neutral
 

5) An important benefit of attending an even is collaborative problem solving.
Neutral
 

6) An important benefit of attending an even is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Neutral
 

7) An important benefit of attending an even is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Neutral
 



1 
 

        Rio Grande Chapter 

        Sierra Club  

        369 Montezuma Ave. #575 

        Santa Fe, NM  87501 

        jbuchser@comcast.net 

Lucia Sanchez 

NM Interstate Stream Commission 

407 Galisteo St. 

Santa Fe, NM  87501 

 

Re:  Comments on State Water Plan update 2018 

Dear Ms. Sanchez: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the latest version of the State Water Plan.  I 

submit the following comments on the behalf of the 10,000 members of the Rio Grande 

Chapter of the Sierra Club.  

The water plan fails to address sustainability of the supply of water we have.  Climate change 

will bring to New Mexico a diminished surface supply and diminished recharge of aquifers.  

Most aquifers are dropping, and recharge does not meet the drawdown.  A primary goal of the 

plan should be to facilitate both a discussion and a plan to make our water supply equal our 

water use.   

Part I of the water plan misses three critical major policy categories:  Climate Change, 

Sustainable Supply, and Demand Management.  With little to no mention of these issues, the 

water plan is not the road map we need.  

Certain policies should be changed – as an example, the issuance of permits based on usage 

over fifty years and only leaving 20% of the aquifer intact is certainly going to lead to problems. 

The expectation that the water infrastructure needs of NM will be met by the federal 

government is unrealistic.  The primary focus of funding infrastructure should fall on those 

using the water.  

It is extremely important to take into account biologic system integrity, or else you risk 

ecosystem damage.  For example, the timing of delivery of water between our various 

reservoirs to minimize impacts to our stream systems is crucial.  Our riparian areas are critical in 

our high desert environment. They support a large diversity of plants and animals.  They are 

also the most highly human-populated areas. The total absence of keeping water in our streams 

in the various analyses is guaranteed to produce flawed results.   

The water plan focuses on presenting data and insuring all parties are represented.  Yes, it is a 

complex challenge and there are lots of players. Nonetheless, we believe the water plan 

should  provide a future road map for New Mexico, rather than listing strategies with little 
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discussion or prioritization on how to move forward.  The major reductions made in the last 

decade of staffing in OSE/ISC are probably a large part of the problem.  Citizens need to be 

aware why ISC is unable to provide a road map forward. Water issues in New Mexico are a 

matter of social equity, making an informed water plan all the more critical for the good of 

our citizens. The Sierra Club affirms our commitment to social equity when it comes to water 

issues, given New Mexico’s heritage of agriculture and acequias.  

The legal section is very helpful in providing a summary of the many laws which impact water in 

NM.  Given the chronic underfunding of adjudications in NM, why is that not raised front and 

center in the policy discussion?   In the absence of completed adjudications, a key management 

strategy available to OSE is that of active water resource management (AWRM).  Why is that 

not discussed? 

Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) looks to be a very promising strategy to meet the vagaries 

of southwest weather and the associate variability of supply.  Thank you for mentioning ASR in 

the water supply and demand policy (section 5). How does this plan move this strategy 

forward?  How can ISC or the legislature facilitate ASR?   

Part I – Policies, Section 1 – Water Infrastructure 

The goals should include: Maintain integrity of rivers, watersheds, and wetlands. 

Part I – Policies, Section 2 – Data Collection and Monitoring Policy 

The goals should include: Provide adequate data to understand how to have static aquifers, not 

depleted aquifers.  Moving forward, how much of our agricultural heritage will be lost to 

demands in the municipal and industrial sector? 

Part I – Policies, Section 3 – Drought Policy 

Climate change is a major factor for analysis of our water needs into the future.  Drought piggy-

backs on top of climate change.  Any analysis that does not integrate climate change is virtually 

guaranteed to fail, given the substantial changes scientists predict – and we are already 

observing – due to climate change.  The southwest is predicted to be one on the most impacted 

areas due to climate change. 

Part I – Policies, Section 5 – Water Supply and Demand Policy 

This section starts off on the money – balancing supply and demand.  The next statement 

should address reaching a sustainable situation by attainment of equality of supply and 

demand.  Virtually every region has concluded there will be increased demand.  Given that 

demand currently exceeds supply, two things will happen: (a) supplies will be further depleted, 

and (b) there will be changes in how our water is used.  That change should be discussed. 

In a sustainable water situation, there is no such thing as ‘new water supply options’.  Why is 

demand management not mentioned? 
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Summary 

The State Water Plan is an opportunity for ISC to provide guidance on how to move forward.  

However, it looks a lot more like a summary of items – and not a thoughtful guide on what 

needs to happen in the future.  ISC should view the water plan as the top document on how it 

operates – not just a report card to the legislature. 

The water plan should be focused on: 

1. Assisting legislators and citizens to understand the importance of adequately fund water 

management and planning. 

2. Maintaining current data on supply and demand. Aggregate data is good, but point data 

is critical. 

3. Address the problem of unsustainable water use. 

4. Maintain demand levels within NM so that compact compliance is assured. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important document. 

 

 

     Sincerely, 

 

 

 

     John R. Buchser 

     Water Issues Chair 

 


