
Rio Unidos 
 

1) Please insert comments on the Draft New Mexico State Water Plan.
New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission
Water Planning Program
407 Galisteo Street 
Santa Fe, NM 87504

Attention: Lucia F. Sanchez, Manager, Interstate Stream
Commission Water Planning Program

To whom it may concern,

Our organizations are jointly submitting this letter to provide public
comment on the 2018 Draft New Mexico State Water Plan. We are
grateful for the opportunity and appreciate that the Interstate Stream
Commission has provided a 45-day public comment period for the
plan.

Rios Unidos represents a freshwater collaborative composed of
water, conservation, and public policy organizations that includes
The Nature Conservancy, New Mexico Audubon, Trout Unlimited,
Rio Grande Restoration, and the Utton Transboundary Resources
Center at the University of New Mexico School of Law. Our
organizations have been working together over the last several years
to develop a joint vision for water security in New Mexico. Our
vision for water security in the state includes sustaining surface and
groundwater sources, restoring natural systems, and ensuring there is
enough water to meet the needs of our communities now and into the
future. 

In commenting on the 2018 Draft State Water Plan, we are focusing
on four elements that we believe need to be considered in all aspects
of water management planning and policy:
• Demonstrating scalable, collaborative water management
solutions, with a focus on partnerships, water sharing, and
optimizing water management practices at the local and system level;
• Improving water policy, with a focus on water management and
data practices; 
• Increasing public and private investment in water infrastructure;
and 
• Restoring watersheds, with a focus on increasing system resilience,
maintaining ecological functions, and recharging aquifers. 

We are hopeful that the 2018 State Water Plan will help provide a



blueprint to advance water security in the state and support these
goals. We see the 2018 Plan as an important step and commend the
Interstate Stream Commission for writing this comprehensive
document despite being afforded very limited financial and staff
resources. We have divided our comments into two sections, a
section addressing parts of the plan that we appreciate and want to
emphasize, and parts of the plan that our group believes needs
greater attention. 

Draft 2018 Plan; Areas Rios Unidos wishes to emphasize 
1) Data Collection and Monitoring: Understanding our resource
limitations is paramount towards our State’s ability to be ready-for
and respond-to climate change. We agree that a focus on increased
coordination between State agencies, Federal agencies and
stakeholders is needed and that data should be directly tied into
groundwater-surface modeling efforts. We promote the New Mexico
Bureau of Geology’s State-wide Collaborative Groundwater
Monitoring Network as an example of how these types of programs
can effectively be structured and function. 
2) Watershed Management: We are pleased to see the recognition of
watershed management in the Plan and concur with
recommendations to protect and sustain water sources. 
3) Water Conservation: We are pleased to see the recognition of the
need for more tools and resources for promoting water conservation
throughout the State.
4) Infrastructure: We are pleased to see the promotion of improving
access to funding opportunities for infrastructure improvement. 
5) Drought: We are pleased to see an emphasis on drought
contingency plans, shortage sharing agreements, and tools that
increase flexibility like water banks and other water marketplaces. 

Daft 2018 Plan: Areas Rio Unidos would like to see additional
attention 
1) Climate change: Clearly, our climate is changing. Over the last
decade, New Mexico has witnessed both record heat and record
storm intensity. We cannot afford to have climate change remain as a
politically divisive issue. The overwhelming majority of our climate
scientists in our State agree that New Mexico is in the bullseye for
near-future severe drought and intense-storm impacts from our
warming planet. We believe that the 2018 State Water Plan should
make this a central issue and directly address climate change through
the presentation of future climate scenarios, using the best available
science from our State’s accredited climate scientists. This is such a
critical issue that it should be presented throughout the document
and not as a stand-alone section. Likewise, we believe that the best
available science strongly suggests that historic drought is the new



available science strongly suggests that historic drought is the new
normal for the southwestern U.S. and longer duration and more
intense droughts are on the short-term horizon. Our changing climate
should be treated as a core planning scenario throughout the
document. New Mexico needs to directly plan for earlier snowmelt
runoff, hotter growing seasons, less predictable precipitation patterns
and a shift from winter snowpack to rainfall. We suggest that these
types of future climate scenarios should be front-loaded in the Plan,
perhaps in the goals and strategies of Part 1, and referred to in all
parts as a baseline to improve our water resiliency. 
2) “Natural infrastructure”- New Mexico’s rivers support rare
ecosystems and provide its citizens with opportunities for recreation
and spiritual renewal. The healthy functioning of rivers cannot be
taken for granted, where diversions appear to be reaching critical
tipping points beyond which the state will be forced to surrender
important natural values. Attention to the health of the Rio Grande,
San Juan, Pecos, Canadian and Gila Rivers must now be called out
in both regional and State water planning exercises. The rivers are
the actual infrastructure that supports all of today’s diversions and
uses of surface water and their continued function must be
optimized as critical functions, alongside consumptive and economic
uses.
3) Engineered Infrastructure: We would like to see an emphasis on
using climate change scenarios for designing climate resilient
infrastructure. In order to design effective infrastructure for our
future climate and associated water supply, we need to develop
infrastructure that is specifically designed for future rainfall, surface
water and groundwater conditions. However, we have concerns that
this type of infrastructure could be used to further limit important
environmental flow processes. Higher flows, or flushing flows, are
critical to resetting ecologic systems and maintaining the health of
our rivers. This infrastructure can be designed to provide multiple
benefits for people and nature conjunctively, including fish-friendly
river diversions and the enhancement of these key environmental
flows. While “efficiencies for new projects” and “support
agricultural infrastructure that reduces water losses” are specified in
the strategies, other improvements to system efficiency can be
gained through upgrading old infrastructure and delivery systems
and reducing diversions through real-time decision making and the
timing of operations. Although “improving system efficiency” is
included in the goals, it is not clear what is meant by this and if
environmental needs are considered in these designs. 
4) Water planning: Water supply and resilience is a critical issue for
the future economic viability of our State. Water planning needs to
be ongoing, well-funded, regional and institutionalized. The State



should build on the successes of the regional planning teams and
develop long term planning teams that prioritize regional projects
that are directly tied into funding opportunities. 
5) Data Management: Having information and storing it is only part
of the way data is made useful. Greater public accessibility to the
information is important and should be included in the strategies for
data collection and monitoring.
6) New Mexico State Water Agency capacity: Our State’s water
resource agencies are underfunded, in need of greater integration and
designed to address century-old priorities. These agencies are filled
with talented and motivated staff that want to do the right thing.
Providing this talent with a modernized approach to water
management and resources is essential for our State’s wellbeing. We
promote much greater funding for our State water agencies and a
re-organization that includes well-staffed programs that directly
address shortage sharing agreements, community and agricultural
water supply resilience and environmental health. 
7) Watershed Management: Though source protection and
sustainability are important, they are inadequate in the absence of the
restoration of hydrologically impaired systems. Overland wind and
water erosion are serious impacts, but instream impacts like channel
incision and headcutting must be addressed to optimize watersheds’
capacities to meet objectives such as human drinking water supply,
headwater aquifer storage, flood protection and the ever-present
need to prepare for drought.
8) Upper Colorado River Basin Regional Water Supply Resilience:
The Upper Colorado River Basin states have been engaged in a
regional drought contingency planning effort. The State should
mention this effort and its coordination with other Upper Basin
states to improve water supply resilience across the basin. In order to
meet the goal of compact compliance, we suggest strategy #15 be
expanded by adding at the end “and to ensure compact compliance. 

We appreciate your thoughtful consideration of our comments. We
believe the timing and conditions for implementing a comprehensive,
long-term approach to water security in the state are ripe, as decades
of work have already resulted in tangible progress and many
interests across the state are eager to work together. With strong
leadership, a well-crafted plan, and collaborative partnerships, New
Mexico can chart a path towards a more water secure future and we
look forward to working with the State to do so. 

We would very much like to meet and discuss our efforts with your
office and are happy to follow up at your convenience. Should you
have any questions or concerns, please contact myself, Paul Tashjian
with Audubon New Mexico at (505)-217-4531. 



with Audubon New Mexico at (505)-217-4531. 

Respectfully,

Rios Unidos
The Nature Conservancy; Laura McCarthy, Martha Cooper, Patrick
McCarthy
New Mexico Audubon; Paul Tashjian
Rio Grande Restoration; Steve Harris
Trout Unlimited; Toner Mitchell, Mely Whiting
The Utton Center; Adrian Oglesby
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you?
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you?
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you?
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you?
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
a) Collaborative Workshop (meeting to generate solutions)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Strongly Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Strongly Agree
 



7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Agree
 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
The Nature Conservancy; Laura McCarthy, Martha Cooper, Patrick
McCarthy
New Mexico Audubon; Paul Tashjian
Rio Grande Restoration; Steve Harris
Trout Unlimited; Toner Mitchell, Mely Whiting
The Utton Center; Adrian Oglesby
 


