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1) Please insert comments on the Draft New Mexico State Water Plan.
Part 1. Acknowlegements: The NMAA which represents the many
Acequias not mentioned as a Reviewer, why? Throughout this
document very little is said about acequias which leads me to believe
acequias are not given equal footing with all other uses for water in
this document.

Section 3 Water Supply Page 14. Disagree with the Climate Change
Scenario presented. The 50 years assessment made and with the
vastness of the earth's atmosphere and size of our oceans its
impossible to make climatic assertions like those made in this
document. Climate change can fit any scenario so the projections
made are very questionable.

Page A-3 Recommendations related to Acequias: Change wording
that Support for Acequias should include protecting water rights
through capacity building.

Part 3. The Lower Rio Chama 17 acequias water rights were not
protected by the OSE when El Vado, Abiquiu and Heron Dams were
constructed. Storage rights were not afforded to these acequias. It the
Water Code is very clear why the OSE was created. Yet the OSE
refused to acknowledge the rights of acequias when the Rio Grande
Compact was established and the dams aforementioned constructed.
These acequias today are in curtailment and all the entities that store
water in these dams convey their water through our river
infrastructure at no cost. These acequias diversions and stream banks
of private property land owners along the lower Rio Chama is being
eroded away and the parciantes of these acequias bear the entire
brunt for maintaining their diversions and protecting their private
property along the river. Seems this plan too does nothing for the
acequias because little to nothing is said about protecting acequias
and their infrastructure that is being compromised moving this stored
water to the downstream users.
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 



Infrastructure
What issues related to infrastructure would be most interesting to
you? 
the Lower Rio Chama below Abiquiu Dam
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you? 
Engineering study on channel capacity on the Rio Chama below
Abiquiu Dam and mitigation measures.
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you?
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you? 
Watershed deforestation and thinning of head waters
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you? 
Forest logging and thinning
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
c) Open House (the public is invited to walk through an exhibit and
learn about topics)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an even is collaborative problem solving.
Neutral
 

6) An important benefit of attending an even is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an even is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Agree
 

8) What other benefits of attending an even would be important to you?



Folks need public outreach and meetings to be held in rural
communities and not in Santa Fe where the OSE hears folks concern
and parking is not an issue.
 


