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2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you? 
agriculture
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you? 
curtailing demand
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you? 
agricultural
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you? 
mining regulations
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
d) Combination of Options Above (Please Describe) 
a) and b)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an even is collaborative problem solving.
Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an even is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an even is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Neutral



 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
Sandia Labs
 



Comments on the Draft State Water Plan 2018 

 

The attempt in the 2018 Water Plan to integrate the Regional Water Plans into a single, 

statewide statement has resulted in a reduction of focus in contrast to the 2003 Water Plan.  

Whereas the earlier Water Plan dealt with large and generalized water issues which form the 

statewide legal, administrative, economic and social background and contexts for the Regional Water 

Plans, the present Water Plan summarizes in Part II the Regional Water Plans by means of a 

methodology which undermines the distinct and exceptionally various regional studies.   

Since the Regional Steering Committees were not charged to look at the whole state, their 

recommendations mostly do not apply to the whole state, and when they do have ideas or concerns 

pertinent statewide, these remain in isolation and thus ignored by the summarizing methodology.  I 

give as an example the Socorro-Sierra Regional Steering Committee’s recommendation that there be 

“statewide economic development initiatives that encourage low water use industries.”  This strategy 

addresses directly one of the causes of the supply-demand gap increase, the state’s attempt to attract 

industrial development through high water use industries.  The Regional Water Plans do reflect the 

water users and water administrators in direct contact with the local conditions and resources, and 

some of the best pragmatic thinking on water planning is to be found there, but the attempt to 

summarize by nose-counting ignores the need to distinguish between quality of ideas. 

As a result, the current State Water Plan, not being based on a substantive reading of the 

Regional Water Plans, remains vague and abstract.  While mentioning climate warming and ways to 

react to it, it ignores remedies to the problem of huge carbon releases into the NM atmosphere.  

While giving a glowing, positivistic, and progressive history of NM water law (Part III), the State 

Water Plan ignores the problem that our legal structure idealizes total use of available water, making 

private conservation and preservation of water a legal impossibility (thus the planting of pecan 

orchards not for economic well-being but to preserve water rights economically).  While bemoaning 

the growing water gap, it ignores the immense problem of economic development which created, 

creates, and will continue to create it.   

It seems impossible to plan adequately for water supply and use in the state without 

addressing these policy issues which are statewide and not regional in character and which, 

nonetheless, impact the regional plans. 


