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2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Infrastructure
What issues related to infrastructure would be most interesting to
you? 
acequia systems
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you? 
water quality and toxicity
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you? 
depletion of water table
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you? 
Elimination of projects involving hydraulic fracturing
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you? 
How our water is diverted to other entities than the one's who own
water rights
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you? 
Education of the public
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you? 
Education of public about toxins related to pharmaceuticals, illegal
drugs, herbicides and pesticides, burning of garbage, dumping in the
rivers, improper disposal of poisonous substances and waste, both by
private citizens and industrial concerns.
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
a) Collaborative Workshop (meeting to generate solutions)
b) Presentations / Panel Discussions (event similar to a conference)
c) Open House (the public is invited to walk through an exhibit and



c) Open House (the public is invited to walk through an exhibit and
learn about topics)
d) Combination of Options Above (Please Describe)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Agree
 

8) What other benefits of attending an event would be important to you?
Community building and shared accountability
 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
NM Acequia Association
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Comments on New Mexico State 2018 Water Plan 
Thank you for the hard work and organization to pull together this mammoth 3-part document. 

My name is Hannah-Leigh Bull. Bull is a Norwegian name, but I am also Mexican and Yaqui, in addition to 

my European roots. I am a parciente in the Rio Chama Acequia Association. My most pressing reason for 

buying land in Medanales 19 years ago was water, having large animals and wanting to care for them 

and grow food. The Chama River then provided both solace and irrigation water for land, human and 

non-human animals, and gardens. 

My comments touch on these concerns: 

1) Historic acequia system and its potential loss through ignorance of water rights, damaged and 
delicate infrastructure, and lack of water storage for RCAA acequias at local dams 
2) Toxicity of water supply  
3) Depletion of water supply through industrial endeavors 
4) Depletion of water tables and faltering wells 

Acequia System 
The acequia system established many hundred years ago is at risk of wasting away because the State 

appears to be ignoring our concerns about protecting water rights. My main comment about this plan is 

the paucity of information, ideas, and solutions for preserving the historic acequia system in New 

Mexico. 

For example, this week I learned that on or about 8/24/18 waters for the Rio Chama Acequia Association 

ditches are to be further curtailed or shut down because the water being released from the reservoirs 

will be considered San Juan Chama Water destined for the ABCWUA, the City of Santa Fe, the Bureau of 

Reclamation, and the six Middle Rio Grande Pueblos.  The RCAA acequias are entitled to only what is 

termed the native flow after 8/24.   

One question to address in the 2018 NM State Water Plan is the reason the RCAA acequias were not 

considered for storage at Abiquiu, Heron or El Vado dams. Second to the earliest Pueblo Native 

American community irrigation ditches, the acequias established with the advent of Spanish colonists in 

in 1598 have longstanding water rights in the state of New Mexico.  The water plan needs to explain 

why the acequias have been ignored in the many adjudications and why our water is not stored at the 

local dams. 

If I am mistaken and our water is not used to meet the needs of other entities, please explain in the 

2018 New Mexico Water Plan how the water rights of the RCAA parcientes are met and preserved, and 

how you hope to preserve the integrity of the acequia infrastructure as you release massive amounts of 

water destined for other places. 
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My review of this document specifically noted the following: 

1) In Part 1 of the document, acequias are not addressed but appear only in Table 1, Directory of 

Organizations. Part 1 describes proposed water resource management policies. Were none 

proposed to meet the needs of acequias? Please see my above concerns and include a section 

on acequia system needs, how to ensure that our water is stored at the Abiquiu, Heron, and El 

Vado dams and how to repair the damage caused to the acequia infrastructure as the State 

releases large amounts of water to other places. 

2) Part 2 of the document does note some of the needs of the acequias but doesn’t discuss 

possible solutions.  Under a separate heading specific to acequias, it will help to include the 

strategies envisioned to address at least the damage to the acequia system infrastructure 

caused by the release of water from upstream reservoirs as well as the erosion of riverbank 

from the strong flow of water past our riverfront properties. I have written the Army Corps of 

Engineers about this in past years, with no response.  

3) On p. 96 of Part 2, I do see one recommendation that the State coordinate with federal agencies 

to plan dam release schedules to decrease the negative impacts on and increase the benefits to 

our local acequias. Please explain more about how this will work. 

4) Also in Part 2, I do see where water rights protection is mentioned, but clarification of acequia 

water rights needs to be added. Clarify also what is meant by the transfer of water rights. I know 

of no one on my acequia who would agree to the transfer of our water rights to any entity 

unless we first meet as a group and discuss how such an action is the best solution for the 

whole. 

5) The 2016 Rio Chama Regional Report mentions an allocation of $20K for four meetings with the 

acequia associations to address the subject of our concerns. Please include in the water plan 

how those monies were spent and the outcome of the meetings. 

After nearly 19 years living here, the sobering realities of this tricultural state seem to be highlighted in 

synchrony with the eroding of an ancient, sacred irrigation system that has fed Native American and 

Hispanic gardens for centuries. Water is becoming the new oil. The water that I worked so hard to 

ensure for the living beings on my land is apparently diverted by the State to other recipients. The 

reasons for this need to be explained thoroughly and honestly in the plan. 

Toxicity of Water Supply 
Our water is becoming more toxic.  Significant culprits remain the improper disposal and use of 

pharmaceuticals and illegal drugs, dead animals, herbicides, pesticides, poisonous substances and 

waste, both by private citizens and industrial concerns, the burning of garbage, dumping in the rivers, 

and other sources.  

Part 2 does address water quality and provides a paragraph under Strategies, “Improve Understanding 

of Water Resources,” which seems to address mostly research and data gathering and crunching 

projects spearheaded by the State. A plan for educating the public is needed. The State cannot change 

this harmful buildup of toxins on its own. A campaign to educate the public about how each of our 
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actions impacts the whole is needed. Education must take into account that some NM residents are 

illiterate. 

Depletion of Water Supply From Industrial Endeavors 
Part 2 does address mining, oil and gas, hydraulic fracturing, and the depletion of water supply from 

industrial endeavors. Extensive education of the public is again needed. Many people think it is a 

necessary evil to deplete our water supply so that we can provide jobs to people in these industries and 

the State can increase its revenues through taxes. However, when human and non-human animals and 

vegetation are dying from dehydration and a lack of water, money will unlikely hold the priority it does 

now. 

Dwindling Water Tables and Faltering Private Wells 
In my area, the Rio Chama Watershed, considered one of the most robust in the State when I moved 

here 19 years ago, the water table has decreased considerably this year.  Wells are faltering on County 

Road 142 in Medanales where I live, including my own. Again, education is needed. In 2000, I put over 

5000 gallons of rain water collection tanks, which have helped considerably over the years. This year I 

put in two more rain barrels and am considering graywater systems for the gardens.  

Educating the public on water tables and how they are depleted by the overall community use of water, 

drought, and other factors is essential; the public also needs to learn how to conserve water. My 

approach to water is as a stark conservationist, which impacts the water table little, if those around me 

are using water as if drought were fake news. 


