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2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you? 
monitoring groundwater wells
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you? 
communication with and education of the public regarding real costs
of water
Water Planning
What issues related to water planning would be most interesting to
you? 
Implementing policies shown in the recently revised State Water Plan
Other
Are ther any other policy or issues that interest you? 
transporting large amounts of groundwater from area of origin to
another area
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
d) Combination of Options Above (Please Describe) 
types a and b combined would be most helpful; b first followed by
workshop.
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Strongly Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Strongly Agree
 



7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Agree
 

8) What other benefits of attending an event would be important to you?
Networking with other New Mexico residents who are concerned
about water issues.
 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
Fran Lusso and Janet Winchester Silbaugh of the Deep Well Protest;
Lynn Montgomery, Placitas; the New Mexico Environmental Law
Center; WildEarth Guardians; New Mexico Farm Bureau; Dennis
Inman of the San Augustin Water Coalition; Stacy Timmons and
Alex Rinehart of New Mexico Tech; Jack Loeffler; Sig Silber,
economist, Santa Fe; Norm Gaume, former director of the ISC;
Steve Harris, Rio Grande Restoration; John Brown of the Water
Dialogue; and Tessa Davidson, water attorney. In addition, there are
state employees and former employees who have a wealth of
knowledge that they could share: Craig Roepke, Estevan Lopez,
Scott Verhines (former employees); Tom Blaine (present State
Engineer) and John Longworth (present head of the ISC). Political
people should include selected members of the NM Legislative
Interim Committee on Water and Natural Resources.
 



My name is Carol Pittman.   I live in Datil, northern Catron County, New Mexico.  My comments on the 

draft water plan will largely rest on my experience in opposing a scheme to mine a vast amount of water 

in the Plains of San Augustin and be limited to those areas of the draft water plan where I feel I have 

some experience and knowledge. 

OVERALL CONSIDERATIONS (refer to Part I, Introduction, pp 1-3) 

 I feel I must comment on perceived problems with the implementation of any water plan, in fact with 

the application of New Mexico water law.  The implementation rests in the hands of the Office of the 

State Engineer.  This presents two apparent problems.   

First, the OSE does not have adequate resources to meet all of its demands.  As a result, an applicant 

seeking the use of water has undue influence because he usually has more resources to apply to his 

project than does the OSE.  The public or the holder of affected senior water rights are generally diffuse 

and are not able in influence the OSE adequately  Consequently, the applicant has undue influence and 

water withdrawals are sometimes approved which should not be.   

 We know that the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) is not funded at a level that would allow the office 

to do a fully satisfactory job in matters of adjudication, water monitoring, and up-to-date data analysis.  

The growing challenges of climate change will require OSE to become more active in new arenas.  Too 

limited funding has in the past required the OSE to jump from crisis to crisis.  The cure for that is 

adequate funding.  I strongly urge that the State Water Plan emphasize the need for adequate funding 

for the OSE.  

As proposed by the State Water Plan, “The state of New Mexico needs to coordinate with state and 

federal agencies and stakeholders to define data needs … The state would benefit from improved 

coordination to better understand the state’s water resources.”1  This coordination will be helpful in 

more efficiently using taxpayer dollars and in dealing with more of the issues facing water managers in 

the 21st century. 

A second general comment regarding the OSE has to do with the fact that the governor appoints the  

State Engineer.  As a political appointee he is consequently viewed as under the political influence of the 

governor.  His decisions are often viewed as unduly influenced by political consideration, to the 

detriment of more objective scientific considerations.   The State Water Plan must demand that the 

State Engineer be a civil servant appointed by the State Water Board or similar body. 

More fundamentally, too much of the decision-making pertinent to everyone in the state rests in the 

hands of a single individual, the State Engineer.  The important decisions should reflect the views of a 

wider sampling of views and values .  Perhaps these decisions should rest in a commission that includes 

such varied views and values.    

  

                                                           
1 Introduction to the Draft 2018 New Mexico State Water Plan Part 1: Policies, page 2 



GROUNDWATER (Comments on Part I, Policies, pages shown in footnotes) 

1.  More specifically I’d like to address the issue of transfers of large amounts of groundwater from its 

place of origin to a place outside the place of origin.  These transfers are inconsistent with the multiple 

purposes of the State Water Plan Act: 

 Promoting stewardship of the state’s water resources 

 Protecting and maintaining water rights and their priority status 

 Protecting the diverse customs, culture, environment and economic stability of the state 

 Protecting both the water supply and water quality 

 Promoting cooperative strategies, based on concern for meeting the basic needs of all 

New Mexicans2 

I strongly urge inclusion of a recommendation for legislation regarding such transfers.  The Augustin 

Plains issue is a good example of what can happen to a community because there is no law in place to 

apply guidelines and direction.  As stated on page 3 of the Introduction, “The state of New Mexico needs 

to:  …  Assess the impact of future water diversions on compact deliveries and senior water rights.”3  As 

a prerequisite to legislation, New Mexico should “Explore new sources of water supply by supporting 

groundwater investigations.”4  I include these quotes from the State Water Plan in order to emphasize 

their importance. 

ANOTHER CONSIDERATION 

I am aware of a complicated water situation in the East Mountains, a situation involving proposed 

development in a basin where water resources are fully allocated.  I support the Deep Well Protest and 

urge the water planners to regulate this kind of situation more closely.  It is possible that there may be a 

need for legislation to address the issue of allowing applications to go forward in a fully-allocated basin.  

If regulations mean nothing in view of an application for water where there is no available water, then 

the state of New Mexico needs legislation to correct that situation.  It feels like robbing Peter to pay 

Paul:  you have water, I want it, the State Engineer will consider the application.  Senior water rights 

have to mean something or none of our water policies mean anything.  A strong statement I know, but 

this situation seems to be real injustice. 

THANK YOU 

To all of you who volunteered many hours of your time, and to the professional staff who provided 

guidance, thank you.  Now let us put this plan into the active phase, implementing its policies and 

strategies. 

                                                           
2 State Water Plan Act, New Mexico Statutes Annotated (NMSA) 72-14-3.1 as shown in the Draft 2018 New Mexico 
State Water Plan, Introduction, Part 1: Policies, page 2. 
3 Introduction to the Draft 2018 New Mexico State Water Plan , Part 1: Policies, page 3. 
4 5. Water Supply and Demand Policy, Draft 2018 New Mexico State Water Plan, Part 1: Policies, page 27. 


