
Bob Wessely 
 

1) Please insert comments on the Draft New Mexico State Water Plan.
Please consider my thoughts and comments in the attached file
"ThoughtsOnTtheDraftStateWaterPlan.pdf"

Thanks, Bob Wessely 24 August 2018 1208 MDT
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Infrastructure
What issues related to infrastructure would be most interesting to
you? 
How to prioritize among candidate projects, while assuring adequate
treatment of small/local projects
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you? 
How to coordinate multiple sources, and assure data availability,
credibility and relevance
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you? 
How to get broad recognition that drought is likely permanent - 20th
century was unusually wet.
Watershed Management
What issues related to watershed management would be most
interesting to you? 
Knowing how the huge problem is being tackled.
Water Supply and Demand
What issues related to water supply and demand would be most
interesting to you? 
Control of demand to protect aquifers and compacts, include dealing
with unfulfillable promises
Water Conservation
What issues related to water conservation would be most interesting
to you? 
What's being done in agriculture
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you? 
How to assure we do not degrade quality of our supply sources



Water Planning
What issues related to water planning would be most interesting to
you? 
How to make planning have on-the-ground meaning
Other
Are ther any other policy or issues that interest you? 
Make sure future generations have a meaningful voice in our current
decisions.
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
a) Collaborative Workshop (meeting to generate solutions)
e) Other Type of Meeting (Please Describe) 
For collaborative workshops, number (a): involve the local people in
designing the sessions; make sure the issues and problems to be
addressed are designed and scaled to to the anticipated participants'
interests; also use the sessions also to identify additional problems
that need solutions.
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Neutral
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Strongly Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Disagree
 

8) What other benefits of attending an event would be important to you?
Assurance that the state remains a facilitator, not a director, of the
meeting event
 



9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
Local folks who have participated actively in water planning for a
long time - from meaningfully earlier than the most recent round of
planning. Maybe this would also be an opportunity to involve
younger folks in planning, by assigning some students to participate
in event planning and leadership.
 



Thoughts on the July 2018 draft State Water Plan  -  August 24, 2018 

It is clear that a lot of hard work has gone into creating the draft State Water Plan in the environment of 
grossly inadequate resources.  I also understand that staff has some extensive “where do we go from 
here?” ideas.  However, these ideas do not appear to have made it into the draft. 

After reading through the draft State Water Plan, Part 1 Policies, my reaction is that, like the infamous  
PPP list of 2000 some projects from the recent round of regional water plans, the draft State Water Plan 
appears to provide only a brainstorming collection of all conceivable things that could or should be done 
about water, and what agencies might need to be involved.  That said, the brainstorm list in the draft 
State Water Plan can serve as a pretty thorough reference source.   

What is needed, and was not visible in the draft State Water Plan, Policies Section, is some effort either 
to prioritize the 98 strategy list entries or to identify specifically which of the many line items will be 
focused upon in the next very few years - by whom, how, and with what financial resources.    

There is also no apparent recognition in the document of New Mexico’s cosmic-level water problems.  
While several of the problems are mentioned in passing, they are not highlighted as critical - as 
examples:  the looming compact shortfalls in the environment of climate change, the major (likely 
losing) federal lawsuit in-progress on the lower Rio Grande , the promises for water that far exceed 
realistic measures of supply, the discounting of non-human uses of water in accounting for water use, 
the ongoing authorizations to drain aquifers, the lack of tribal and non-tribal adjudications in key areas 
of the state, and the disconnects among federal, tribal, state, regional and local agencies (particularly 
between ISC’s planning  for water and OSE’s administration of water).     

Incidentally, I am concerned by one particular sentence at the beginning of the document which reads, 
“While the state as a whole has adequate supply to meet its current demands, in the future the demand 
for water may outpace the supply.”   Besides connoting undue optimism, the sentence implies the state 
is intending to put credence in the demonstrably artificial measure of water availability that has been 
called “Administrative Water Supply.”  … 

And after a light look, at the draft State Water Plan Part 2 – Technical Report, Sections 2.2 and 3.5.1 
appear to confirm my suspicion that the State still believes the so-called “Administrative Water Supply” 
is a valid measure on which to base water planning.  Further, Figure 4.1 shows that the State still 
believes that the significant quantities of non-human use of water can be ignored without consequence.  
And I’m concerned that the title (and text) of Section 6.1 pre-judges and thus precludes possible 
solutions.  Rather than bearing the title “Insufficient Water Supply”, Section 6.1’s title and text should 
address something like “Surfeit of Water Permissions Relative to Water Supply.”  

After skimming the draft State Water Plan Part 3, Legal Landmarks, I found it to be an interesting and 
likely useful history of legal aspects water in New Mexico.  However, I was surprised to find nary a 
mention of the raging lawsuit between Texas and New Mexico.   That lawsuit alleges that the Lower Rio 
Grande’s groundwater pumping has impacted required deliveries to Texas.  One might expect some 
State Water Plan words in the legal part, or elsewhere, on how New Mexico might try to mitigate the 
lawsuit’s impact. 
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