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1) Please insert comments on the Draft New Mexico State Water Plan.
The only comments I can make to the Draft State Water Plan is as
follows. The OSE needs to take a more active role in watching over
the City of Alamogordo's Desal Project and make sure they follow
the EIS from the Bureau of Reclamation and BLM for their water
intake from Snake Tank Wells as well as the agreement the city
made with the OSE during the NM Supreme Court hearing. The city
has moved their wells over to State Land (according to Aubrey Dunn
State Land Commissioner in a meeting with Otero County) without
doing another EIS and this has the potential of voiding the original
EIS. The area they have moved into in the original EIS was potential
cultural archaeological site of an ancient Mogollon Hopi village. The
City also has not coordinated anything with Otero County since
2006, which this is totally unacceptable. I was happy to see the OSE
recognize the old City Landfill that is filled with Toxic Hazardous
Waste along with the Methyl-Mercury grain from the Mercury
Outbreak in 1969 (worst mercury outbreak in the history of the US).
However nothing has ever been addressed about putting the Desal
Plant on this old landfill and the impact of these toxins in the water
aquifer (alluvial flow is South and Southwest and will impact
200-600 private wells initially). This is something the OSE has got
to keep a watch on also. Another consideration that the State
Engineer needs to keep a watch on is that the City of Alamogordo
with their other water rights is abiding by both the Cadwallder
Decree (Fresnal, La Luz, Labrocita, Maruchi water) which over the
last year the city had violated by pumping 24/7 in that area and the
Hope Decree (Upper Penasco Water). The State Engineer also needs
to watch over the Salt Basin to make sure other potential
contaminations cannot happen to this water source such as DOE
Boreholes and Oil along with Gas exploration. 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
 

2) As we work to advance the state toward achieving policy goals identified in the
State Water Plan, the ISC is considering organizing and hosting some public events.
Which of the following policy topics would you be interested in participating in a
related event? 
Data Collection
What issues related to data collection would be most interesting to
you? 
Water Contamination from old landfills and other sources such as



Water Contamination from old landfills and other sources such as
Gas and Oil along with Boreholes for Nuclear storage.
Drought
What issues related to drought would be most interesting to you? 
Predicting and dealing with drought issues
Water Quality
What issues related to water quality would be most interesting to
you? 
How toxic is the drinking water in this area
 

3) What type of event would be most useful?
b) Presentations / Panel Discussions (event similar to a conference)
c) Open House (the public is invited to walk through an exhibit and
learn about topics)
 

4) An important benefit of attending an event is to increase knowledge and
understanding of scientific research.
Strongly Agree
 

5) An important benefit of attending an event is collaborative problem solving.
Strongly Agree
 

6) An important benefit of attending an event is the opportunity to speak with and
listen to practitioners or professional counterparts.
Strongly Agree
 

7) An important benefit of attending an event is to gain practical information related
to daily operations.
Strongly Agree
 

9) Which organizations or individuals, if any, would you recommend to contribute
their knowledge or experience related to one or more of these policies to participate
as a leader in one of these events?
New Mexico Environment Water Bureau (Drinking, Groundwater
and Surface)
 


