
MEMORANDUM 
Office of the State Engineer Office 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
 
Date:  September 28, 2001 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: Tierra Verde Subdivision, Preliminary Plat Review, Bernalillo County 
  
 
This proposal is a request to develop a Type-three (3) subdivision containing 24 parcels on 
approximately 28 acres of land.  The parcels range in size from 1.0 to 1.25 acres.  This proposal 
is located in Section 13, Township 9 North, Range 2 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  It is 
accessed via Isleta Boulevard in the South Valley of Albuquerque New Mexico and further 
described to be located in Tract 9, MRGCD Map 51 in Bernalillo County.  The proposed 
subdivision was reviewed pursuant to the Bernalillo County Subdivision Ordinance and 
provisions of the New Mexico Land Subdivision Act. 
 
The developer proposes that water for the subdivision will be provided by the City of 
Albuquerque.  Article 10, Section 5, Subsection 5.6 of the Bernalillo County Subdivision 
Ordinance requires a letter of intent from the water utility stating that they are ready, willing, and 
able to provide the maximum annual water requirements for the subdivision for at least 70-years.  
The developer has submitted a letter from the City of Albuquerque stating that availability of 
water for the project remains intact.  The letter doesn’t state that they are ready, willing, and able 
to provide the maximum amount of water; however, I am of the opinion that the letter meets the 
requirements of the Bernalillo County Subdivision Ordinance. 
 
The developer has also failed to address conservation measures pursuant to Article 10, Section 1 
of the previously mentioned ordinance.  The developer should refer to Office of The State 
Engineer (OSE) Technical Report 48 entitled "Water Conservation and Quantification of Water 
Demands in Subdivisions" (Wilson, 1996) for suggestions to address conservation. 
 
The developer has also stated that each parcel will be allowed to divert 0.68 acre-feet of water 
per year for outdoor purposes only; however, county regulations state that 0.6 acre-feet is the 
maximum annual water requirement for both indoor and outdoor purposes.  The developer may 
prepare a detailed water demand analysis using the step-by-step procedure presented in the said 
(OSE) Technical Report 48.  Further, I have reviewed the City of Albuquerque’s water right files 
and it has been determined that sufficient water should be available for this proposal while they 
continue to serve existing customers. 
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Additionally, the developer has not submitted a Fire Protection Plan as required by Article 10, 
Section 13 for all residential subdivisions with community water supply systems supplied by an 
existing utility.  The subdivider should submit information addressing the requirements of the 
Bernalillo County Subdivision Ordinance. 
 
I am of the opinion that the subdivider has not fully met the requirements of the Bernalillo 
County Subdivision Ordinance; therefore, a favorable opinion to this effect should be withheld 
until the above-mentioned issues are adequately and sufficiently addressed by the developer. 
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