
MEMORANDUM 
 
New Mexico State Engineer Office 
 
Date:  January 14, 2000 
 
To:  Donald T. Lopez, P.E., Assistant State Engineer 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Acting Chief, Subdivision Review Bureau 
 
Subject: Wildhorse Ranch Subdivision, Final Plat, Catron County 
 
 
The proposed subdivision is classified as a Type IV subdivision by the Catron County 
Subdivision Regulations.  It is comprised of seventy-one (71) parcels on approximately 1,949 
acres of land.  The size of the largest parcel proposed is approximately 57 acres and the smallest 
parcel proposed is approximately 20 acres in size.  This subdivision proposal is located 
approximately twenty (20) miles North of Pie Town, New Mexico off of County Road A083 in 
Catron County within Sections 15, 16, 21 and 22, Township 4 North, Range 10 West, New 
Mexico Principle Meridian.  The proposed subdivision was reviewed pursuant to the Catron 
County Subdivision Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The subdivider proposes that water for the subdivision be provided by utilizing individual 
domestic 72-12-1 wells.  Catron County Subdivision Regulations, Water Availability 
Assessment Requirements, Section F requires a Geohydrology Report demonstrating sufficient 
groundwater to meet the maximum annual water requirements of the subdivision for a 
continuous period of 20 years.  The said regulations also require the subdivider to quantify the 
maximum annual water requirement for both indoor and outdoor purposes. 
 
The subdivider has quantified the maximum annual water requirements for both indoor and 
outdoor purposes for each parcel at 0.35 acre-feet per year for a total water use of 24.9 acre-feet 
per year.  It is recommended that the county consider a method in which they may insure that 
each parcel in this subdivision will not use more than the allowed amount of water annually.  
Catron County Subdivision Regulations require the subdivider to list and describe any limitations 
and restrictions on water use in the subdivision.  The subdivider has not listed any limitations 
and restrictions on water use in the disclosure statement. 
 
Additionally, the subdivider has failed to address Conservation Measures in the disclosure 
statement which may help insure that sufficient water will be available for this subdivision in the 
future.  Catron County Subdivision Regulations refer to the New Mexico State Engineers Office, 
Technical Report 48 and the Catron County Water Plan as references with which to address 
conservation measures.  A recommended conservation measure, for this subdivision, would be to 
place limitations on outdoor water use.  This could be anything from limiting the subdivision to 
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 no outdoor water use or to specifying a maximum amount of acreage which may be irrigated by 
each parcel.  It should be noted that domestic 72-12-1 wells are already limited to one (1) acre of 
land which may be irrigated from a said well. 
  
Further, the subdivider has submitted the required Geohydrology Report.  The report concludes 
that approximately 22 feet of regional drawdown will occur over 20 years.  This drawdown 
effects were conservatively figured as per county regulations.  The report also includes several 
well logs which were submitted as part of the report and which were drilled as part of phase I 
and as test wells for phase II.   
 
It is my opinion that the subdivider has not fully met the requirements of the Catron County 
Subdivision Regulations demonstrated that there will be sufficient water available to meet the 
current and future needs of the proposed subdivision over time.  It is recommended that the 
county require the subdivider to provide the required information addressing Conservation 
Measures and the information addressing limitations or restrictions on water use at this 
subdivision.  Consequently, it is recommend that an opinion concerning this proposal not be 
made at this time until the above mentioned issues have been adequately addressed. 
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