
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico State Engineer Office 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
 
 
Date:  May 13, 2002 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Water Use & Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: Zuni Canyon Vistas Subdivision, Cibola County 

 
This proposal is a request to subdivide a 656-acre lot into a 132-parcel subdivision.  This 
subdivision is classified as a Type II subdivision.  The parcel sizes will range between 1.6 
and 13.8-acres in size.  This development is the first of a two-phase subdivision 
containing a total of 442-parcels on 1294 acres.  The subdivision is located in Cibola 
County within Section 33, Township 11 North, Range 10 West, New Mexico Principal 
Meridian and was reviewed pursuant to the Cibola County Subdivision Regulations and 
provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The subdivider proposes that water for the subdivision be provided by individual 72-12-1 
domestic wells with the possibility that some parcel owners will prefer to share a 72-12-1 
well instead.  The individual purchaser of a parcel will be responsible for drilling his or 
her own well.  The subdivider has quantified the maximum annual water requirement for 
the subdivision to be 0.5 acre-feet per parcel per year, for a total of 66 acre-feet per year.  
It is not certain if this figure includes water for outdoor purposes.  The subdivider has not 
identified how much water will be used specifically for outdoor purposes.  It is 
recommended that the subdivider refer to Office of the State Engineer (OSE) Technical 
Report 48 entitled "Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in 
Subdivisions" (Wilson, 1996) to use as a guide in calculating the outdoor water 
requirements for this proposal. 
 
The developer has also failed to address conservation measures in the Disclosure 
Statement as required by the State Subdivision Statutes, Section 47-6-9, NMSA 1978.  
The subdivider should refer to the above referenced (OSE) Technical Report 48 entitled 
"Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in Subdivisions" for the 
purpose of addressing conservation measures.  The said report has a list of conservation 
measures that the subdivider could choose from for incorporation into the disclosure 
statement.  A specific conservation measure that would also address outdoor water use 
would be to specify the amount of irrigated turf area including any trees and shrubs that 
each parcel owner could irrigate.  Also, it is recommended that the county consider 
requiring the subdivider to restrict the construction of outdoor swimming pools, 
decorative ponds and Jacuzzi’s at this subdivision so as to minimize water use. 
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The subdivider has made a statement, in the disclosure statement, that there are no 
restrictions on water usage and there are no means, which will be employed to monitor or 
restrict water usage at the subdivision.  It is recommended that the county require 
totalizing meters on all 72-12-1 wells so that they can monitor water use within the 
subdivision.   This will help verify that parcel owners are complying with the water 
entitlement since the water allotment for each parcel is 0.5 acre-feet per year. 
 
The subdivider has submitted a Geohydrology report performed by Geohydrology 
Associates, Inc..  The report details the geohydrological conditions of the proposed 
subdivision location.  The report concludes that there are three (3) principle aquifers in 
this area.  They are the San Andres Limestone, Glorieta Sandstone, and Yeso Formation.  
The report states that the Glorieta aquifer has the greatest potential to produce adequate 
water.  The subdivider has stated that the average depth to groundwater is 230 feet with 
the minimum depth to water at 180 feet and the maximum is 300 feet.  The expected 
yield of water in gallons per minute (gpm) is 10 gpm.  The subdivider also has made a 
statement in which he does not guarantee that water will be available on all the lots 
within this subdivision.  This statement does not meet the State of New Mexico 
Subdivision Regulations governing water availability pursuant to Sections 47-6-9 and 47-
6-11, NMSA, 1978.  Other sections apply; however, these sections of the statutes require 
that the subdivider provide documentation proving sufficient water to fulfill the 
maximum annual water requirement of the subdivision, including indoor and outdoor 
domestic uses.  The said statement contradicts the subdivision statutes listed above.  It is 
recommended that this statement be removed from the disclosure statement.  If there is a 
doubt about water availability the subdivider should provide a more detailed water 
availability assessment that includes a pump test on a few wells within the subdivision 
showing adequate water available to all potential parcel owners or drill and test all the 
wells within the subdivision proving adequate water supply. 
 
It is my opinion that the subdivider's water proposal does not meet the requirements of 
the State of New Mexico Subdivision Act or the Cibola County Subdivision Regulations.  
A favorable opinion will be withheld for this subdivision proposal at this time. 
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