
 
    
 
 
 
 

October 8, 2004 
 
 
David Ulibarri         CERTIFIED MAIL 
Cibola County         RETURN RECEIPT
515 West High Street        REQUESTED
Grants, N.M. 87020 
 
Reference:  High Country Ranch, Master Plan Review 
 
Dear Mr. Ulibarri: 
 
Summary/Conclusion 
The Office of the State Engineer (OSE) has reviewed the High Country Ranch proposal, pursuant to 
the Cibola County Subdivision Regulations (Regulations), and the (N.M.S.A. 1978) State 
Subdivision Act (Act).  It is the opinion of this office that the developer has not proven that he can 
meet his water supply requirements, pursuant to the Act. In accordance, a negative opinion is 
hereby issued. In order to comply with the Act, the developer will have to create water restrictive 
covenants and submit a complete geohydrologic report, which demonstrates water availability for at 
least 40 years. 
 
Project 
The High Country Ranch proposal is a request to develop a 1054.4-acre tract into 89 residential lots. 
The development is located approximately 17 miles west of Fence Lake, at the intersection of State 
Roads 36 and 117, in Section 3 of T4N, R15W, and Sections 25, 26, and 35 of T5N, R15W, 
N.M.P.M. The developer proposes that water will be supplied to this development via individual 72-
12-1 domestic wells. 
 
Subdivision Regulations 
The Act requires all counties to create subdivision regulations, wherein each county would create 
regulations to require developers to quantify the proposed subdivision water requirement, assess 
water availability, and create water conservation measures (47-6-9, NMSA 1978). Section 4.5.2 of 
the Regulations require that supporting documentation include a “water supply plan including 
conservation, water quality, and fire protection components.” The appendix of the regulations are 
referred to, but contain no mention of water supply requirements. Due to the fact that the 
Regulations do not specify the detail required, or method to accomplish these requirements, as 
required by the Act, OSE reviewed the proposal to a “reasonable standard”, as outlined in the Act.   
 
 
 



Page 2 
1/14/2005  
High Country Ranch Subdivision 
 
Water Demand Analyisis / Water Conservation 
The Act requires that the developer provide a water requirement analysis. Page 2 of the Management 
Plan included an estimate of water use, 0.75 acre-feet per year, per lot. In the disclosure statement, 
the consultant has also specified water conservation “encouragements”. To ensure that his 
subdivision would not exceed the amount calculated, water restrictions should be created. The water 
restrictions should include the requirement that lawns of non-native grasses shall not exceed 800 
square feet, and should be specified in the disclosure statement and the covenants.  
 
Water Supply Assessment 
The Act requires that the developer demonstrate that water is available for his subdivision. While the 
Act does not specify for what length of time he shall demonstrate it, OSE policy is that the period 
should be for no less than a 40-year period.  In order to comply with this requirement, the developer 
submitted a geohydrologic report. The report included lithologic logs, drawdown test data, results of 
40-year schedule of effects calculation, and water level contours. The report, dated September 9, 
2004 was authored by Magee and Associates, Inc.. In order to create the geohydrologic report, the 
consultant pump tested two on-site wells. The consultant concluded that water would be available 
for the 40-year period prescribed by the County. Due to the fact that geologic cross sections, 
recovery data, and well logs were not included in the report, it would be presumptive of OSE to 
draw any conclusions about water availability. In accordance with this finding, OSE is not able to 
concur with the opinion of the consultant. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this opinion, please feel free to call me at (505) 827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Patrick J. Romero, P.E. 
Water Resource Engineer 
 
Cc:  John Longworth, Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 OSE, District 1 Water Rights Division  
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