
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico State Engineer Office 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
 
Date:  October 16, 2001 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Water Use & Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: Ranchitos Lindos Subdivision, Dona Ana County 

 
 
The proposed subdivision is classified as a Type III subdivision by the Dona Ana County 
Subdivision Regulations.  It is comprised of eight (8) parcels on approximately 23.25 
acres of land.  The proposal is located in Dona Ana County within Section 24, Township 
25 South, Range 2 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  This proposal was reviewed 
on November 28, 2000 by our agency.  The proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Dona 
Ana County Subdivision Regulations and provisions the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The subdivider proposes that water for the subdivision be provided by La Mesa Mutual 
Domestic Water Consumers Association (La Mesa MDWCA).  A letter of intent to 
provide water to the subdivision has been submitted by the proposed water company.  
The letter now states that La Mesa MDWCA is ready, willing, and able to provide 6.0 
acre-feet of water annually to the subdivision.  The subdivider has indicated, in the 
disclosure statement, that the total annual water requirement, for indoor and outdoor use, 
will be 0.75 acre-feet per annum.  Previously, the subdivider had indicated, in the 
disclosure statement, that the total annual water requirement, for indoor and outdoor use, 
was 0.77 acre-feet per annum.  The subdivider had also submitted a water budget stating 
that the estimated water demand for this subdivision was 5.4 acre-feet per annum.  The 
subdivider needs to make it clear that 0.75 acre-feet per parcel per annum will be 
available to the subdivision for a total of 6.0 acre-feet per annum.  These figures, when 
corrected, will meet the requirements of the Dona Ana County Subdivision Regulations, 
Subsection 14.3.2. 
 
The subdivider has again failed to address conservation measures in the disclosure 
statement pursuant to the Dona Ana County Subdivision Regulations, Subsection 14.3.1.  
It is strongly suggested that the county require the subdivider to refer to Office of the 
State Engineer (OSE), Technical Report 48 entitled, "Water Conservation and 
Quantification of Water Demands in Subdivisions" (Wilson, 1996) to calculate the 
amount of irrigated turf area each parcel will be allowed to irrigate as an additional 
conservation measure and for suggestions on other conservation measures which can be 
employed.  Further, this turf area should correspond to the amount of water allowed for 
indoor and outdoor uses at the subdivision. 
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Furthermore, the subdivider has still not provided information on the means of water 
delivery to the subdivision.  This was mentioned in the previous review performed on 
November 28, 2000.  The subdivider must provide a plat of the proposed subdivision and 
preliminary plans for the water production, storage, and distribution facilities prepared by 
or under the supervision of a registered professional engineer.  The site plans shall show 
the topography, parcel boundaries, streets, wells, and water storage and distribution 
system, including hydrants. 
 
It is my opinion that the subdivider has still not met the full requirements of the Dona 
Ana County Subdivision Regulations.  Therefore, I recommend that a favorable opinion 
be withheld at this time. 
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