
MEMORANDUM      
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau     
 
May 23, 2002 
 
To:  Brian Wilson, P.E., Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  Patrick J. Romero, Water Master I  
 
Subject: South Mesquite Summary Subdivision, Dona Ana County 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The South Mesquite Subdivision proposal is a request to develop a 5.0-acre parcel into a 
5-lot residential subdivision.  This parcel is located in Mesquite, New Mexico, within the 
Brazito Grant, in Projected Section 12 of T25S, R2E, N.M.P.M..  It was re-reviewed 
pursuant to the Dona Ana County Subdivision Regulations, and the New Mexico 
Subdivision Act.   
 
The developer has proposed that the Mesquite Mutual Domestic Water Association 
provide water to this subdivision. The subdivider has submitted a letter from this 
provider, in which the provider states that he is ready, willing, and able to supply this 
subdivision with it’s maximum annual water requirement, pursuant to Section 14.3.5 of 
the Dona Ana County Subdivision Regulations.  A review of the water rights held by 
Mesquite Mutual Domestic Water indicates that they are in possession of enough water 
rights to supply this subdivision with domestic water. The utility diverted 711.29, 759.48, 
and 809.01 acre-feet of water in the last three years.  They are permitted to divert 875.42 
acre-feet per year.  
 
The subdivider has now erroneously calculated the maximum annual water requirement 
of this subdivision as 7,500 acre-feet per year per lot.  The subdivider should have 
calculated it as 0.75 acre-feet per year, per lot, or 3.75 acre-feet, pursuant to Section 
14.3.2.  This office usually recommends that restrictions on irrigated area should be 
specified in the disclosure statement and the covenants. This would ensure that the lot 
owners would not exceed the amount of water allotted for the subdivision.  For the 
allotment claimed, we would recommend that the maximum irrigable area be 1600 square 
feet per lot. 
 
It is my opinion, with the fore-mentioned change made, that the developer can provide 
ample evidence that his water requirements can be met, pursuant to the Dona Ana County 
Subdivision Regulations.  On this condition, a favorable opinion should be issued. 
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