
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
Date:  July 23, 2002 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: Linda Vista Estates Subdivision, Phase I, Dona Ana County ETZ 
  
 
The Linda Vista Estates Subdivision proposal is a request to develop a type-three (major) 
subdivision containing 18 parcels on approximately 24.7 acres of land.  This proposal is 
the first phase of a proposed six-phase subdivision.  The subdivision proposal is located 
in Section 17, Township 23 South, Range 1 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  The 
subdivision proposal was reviewed pursuant to the City of Las Cruces Extra-Territorial 
Zone Subdivision Regulations, Dona Ana County Subdivision Regulations and 
provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The subdivider proposes that La Quinta Water Company (LQWC) provide water for this 
subdivision.  The subdivider has failed to address water availability pursuant to Section 
3.9 of the City of Las Cruces Extra-Territorial Zone Subdivision Regulations.  The 
subdivider has failed to submit a letter of intent from LQWC stating that they are ready, 
willing, and able to provide the maximum amount of water required by the subdivision.  
The subdivider has also failed to indicate the quantity of water available to each parcel 
for both indoor and outdoor purposes in acre-feet per year. 
 
The subdivider has not addressed water conservation measures in the Disclosure 
Statement or in the covenants and restrictions.  The subdivider could propose xeriscaping 
techniques for outdoor water use and the installation of low flow water fixtures indoors.  
It is recommended that the county require the subdivider to indicate the maximum area in 
square-feet that may be irrigated, including turf, trees, shrubs, and other plants and 
include a provision that specifically limits the area in square-feet that may be planted in 
turf.  For example, the restriction could read, “the landscaped area that is irrigated shall 
not exceed a total of xxxx square-feet and may be comprised of any combination of turf, 
trees, and other plants, provided that there is no more than yyyy square-feet of turf.”  It is 
suggested that the subdivider refer to Office of The State Engineer (OSE) Technical 
Report 48 entitled "Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in 
Subdivisions" (Wilson, 1996) to use as an aide in calculating additional water 
conservation measures and calculating the amount of irrigated area each parcel will be 
allowed to have. 
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In addition to the above requested information, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) is 
requesting information from all utilities, which have been requested to supply water to 
new subdivision proposals.  The information provided should include the total number of 
customers serviced by the utility, including the number of potential customers that they 
have committed service too, but have yet to deliver water to them.  This information 
should include the name of the subdivision and the number of lots associated with each 
subdivision.  Finally, the total amount of water diverted by the water utility during the 
most recent calendar year should be provided. 
 
It is my opinion that the subdivider has failed to submit sufficient information addressing 
the water proposals for this subdivision, which conform to the requirements of the City of 
Las Cruces Extra-Territorial Zone Subdivision Regulations and the Dona Ana County 
Subdivision Regulations.  A favorable opinion to this effect should be withheld until the 
subdivider adequately addresses the above-mentioned issues. 
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