
 
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
Date:  September 23, 2002 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, P,E. 
 
Subject: Santa Fe Tree Company Development Plan, Santa Fe County 

 
 
This proposal is a request to develop a 5.84-acre tract of land into a Tree Farm and 
commercial greenhouse.  The tract is located South of Interstate 25 along the frontage 
road, one mile West of State Road 14, within Section 26, Township 16 North, Range 08 
East, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Santa 
Fe County Land Development Code and provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision 
Regulations. 
 
The developer has indicated that an on-site 72-12-1 domestic well will supply water to 
this development.  The developer has indicated that there is an existing well on this 
property; however, they have indicated that they plan on drilling a new well.  It should be 
noted that the maximum amount of water that can be diverted from a 72-12-1 domestic 
well is 3.0 acre-feet per year and the maximum amount of land that can be irrigated is one 
acre.  Additionally, the use of a 72-12-1 domestic well for commercial purposes is not 
allowed pursuant to the statute governing domestic wells (72-12-1 NMSA, 1978) and 
Office of the State Engineer (OSE) Groundwater Rules and Regulations.  The developer 
has indicated that they plan on transferring water rights to this well sometime in the near 
future.  Until the developer successfully transfers valid water rights to this well via an 
OSE approved permit they cannot use water for any commercial use. 
 
The developer has submitted a water budget depicting indoor and outdoor use; however, 
they have not stated how much water will be required at full build out of the project.  The 
developer has stated that the development will use about 1.18 acre-feet of water per year 
for landscape use (outdoor) for three phases of construction.  When indoor use (interior) 
is added to the outdoor use the estimated usage will be approximately 1.51 acre-feet per 
year.  It is my opinion that the water budget submitted by the developer was not 
performed correctly.  It is possible that some aspects of the water budget may have been 
left out and it appears that some components were calculated incorrectly.  It is suggested 
that the developer contact our office so that we can arrange a time when we can meet to 
discuss the water budget together. 
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September 23, 2002 
Santa Fe Tree Co. 
 
The developer has submitted a Geohydrologic Analysis of the Santa Fe Tree Farm 
property addressing water availability.  Jay Lazarus of Glorieta Geoscience, Inc prepared 
the said report.  The report was performed using a well located 0.25 miles northeast of the 
said property.  The report for this development was performed pursuant to Section 6, 
Subsection 6.4.1 of the Santa Fe County Land Development Code.  I have no problem 
with the fact that the well tested was not located within the proposed development site 
since the geological formation is the same throughout the area. 
 
While I recognize that the Master Plan represents an early stage of planning, not enough 
information was given for the OSE to properly evaluate water supply water quantification 
and water availability considerations for this development.  A favorable opinion will be 
withheld at this time. 
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