
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 December 16, 2004 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Luis Marmolejo CERTIFIED MAIL 
Doña Ana County Planning Division RETURN RECEIPT 
430 South Main, Room 120 REQUESTED
Las Cruces, NM 88001-1205 
 
Re: Valle Vistoso, Replat No. 1 
 
Dear Mr. Marmolejo: 
 
On November 30, 2004, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received additional 
documentation regarding the water supply proposal for the referenced subdivision, which 
had been requested in the letter dated August 10, 2004. The proposal is a request to 
subdivide 11.23 acres into five (5) parcels ranging in size between 1.41 and 3.68 acres. 
This property is located in Section 10, Township 26 South, Range 3 East, NMPM, west of 
Berino, immediately south of NM Hwy 226 and west of Vistoso Loop. 
 
It is the opinion of this office that the subdivider’s water supply proposal will satisfy the 
requirements of Section 14.3.1 of the County’s subdivision regulations and with § 47-6-
9(4) of the New Mexico Statutes contingent upon the amendment of Item # 17 of the 
Disclosure Statement, to include conservation measures. 
 
WATER AVAILABILITY 
The developer proposes to obtain water from Berino MDWCA. The current proposal 
includes a letter by the water provider, which states that there is water available for the 
proposed subdivision. It does not specifically state that they agree to supply the maximum 
amount, pursuant to Section 14.3.5 (A) of the County Regulations. 
 
Although the OSE files indicate that a draft 40-Year-Plan was submitted in 1997, this 
office does not have accurate up-to-date data regarding Berino MDWCA’s total number of 
existing residential and non-residential connections, and the number of potential customers 
that they have committed service too, but have yet to deliver water to them.  However, 
because the amount of water required by five (5) residencies will have a diminutive effect 
on the water supply system, this office is issuing a positive opinion on the water 
availability for this subdivision. 
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WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS & WATER CONSERVATION 
The developer quantified the maximum annual water requirement for the subdivision 
pursuant to Section 14.3.2(B) of the County regulations, following the procedures set forth 
in OSE Technical Report 48 (Wilson, 1996). The total annual requirement for the 
subdivision was estimated at 2.88 acre-feet per year (0.58 acre-feet per parcel), assuming 
three (3) persons per dwelling, the irrigation of 2,000 square feet of Bermuda grass, a 
conveyance efficiency of 0.95, and 60,000 gallons of water for fire protection.  
 
Item # 17 of the Disclosure Statement includes vague and confusing language with regard 
to water conservation. More specifically, while the first paragraph states that the total 
annual water requirement for the subdivision will be 2.88 acre-feet, the second paragraph 
states that there are no anticipated limitations for the indicated water use (domestic). Also, 
while the first paragraph indicates that landscaping should be limited to xeriscape, the 
second paragraph states that lawn sizes should be limited to 2,000 square feet and the 
remainder being xeriscaped.  
 
This office had commented about the inadequacy of the outdoor water conservation 
measures in the first review. Yet, the developer has not made any amendments to the 
document. We strongly recommend that the County require the developer to include 
explicit conservation measures in the Disclosure Statement, to ensure that the budgeted 
amount is not exceeded.  
 
Indoor measures should include the requirement to install water saving fixtures. With 
regard to outdoor water use, this office recommends that the developer limit irrigation with 
water provided by Berino MDWCA to 800 square feet per parcel. This limit is particularly 
important in this case, because Item # 21 of the Disclosure Statement specifies that the 
parcel of land being divided has also an entitlement to surface water deliverable through 
the Elephant Butte Irrigation District. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 505-827-4273. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mara Smith 
Senior Water Resource Specialist 
 
 
cc:  John W. Longworth, OSE Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
  OSE Water Rights Division, Las Cruces Office 
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