
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 November 19, 2004 
 
 
Mr. Luis Marmolejo 
Department of Planning and Development CERTIFIED MAIL 
Doña Ana County RETURN RECEIPT 
430 S. Main Street, Annex Building REQUESTED
Las Cruces, NM 88001-1205 
 
Re:  Saint Anthony Subdivision 
 
Dear Mr. Marmolejo: 
 
On November 8, 2004, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to review 
the water supply proposal for “Saint Anthony”, a Type-Two Subdivision. The proposal is a 
request to subdivide 14.97 acres of land into 54 parcels, with sizes ranging between 0.14 
and 0.23 acres. The developer proposes to obtain water from Anthony Water and 
Sanitation District. The property is located in Section 26, Township 26 South, Range 3 
East, NMPM, within the community of Anthony. This proposal was reviewed pursuant to 
the Doña Ana County Subdivision Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
It is the opinion of this office that the proposal does not satisfy the requirements of 
Sections 14.3.1, 14.3.2 (B), and 14.3.5 (A) of the County Regulations.  Accordingly, a 
negative opinion is issued at this time.  
 
WATER DEMAND AND CONSERVATION 
The subdivider has indicated, under Item # 17 of the Disclosure Statement, that the total 
annual water requirement for the subdivision, including indoor and outdoor uses, will be 
20.25 acre-feet per annum. This amounts to an allocation of 0.375 acre-feet per year per 
residence. A water demand analysis, pursuant to Section 14.3.2 of the County regulations, 
has not been submitted. This section clearly states that the maximum water requirement, 
for both indoor and outdoor purposes, shall be 0.75 acre-feet per annum per parcel (Section 
14.3.2.A), unless a detailed water demand analysis approved by the OSE justifies the use 
of a different figure. In this case, the subdivider must prepare a detailed water demand 
analysis using the step-by-step procedure presented in the relevant OSE Technical Report 
(Section 14.3.2.B).  
 
It is recommended that the developer prepare a water demand analysis following the 
procedure set forth in OSE Technical Report No. 48 (“Water Conservation and 
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Quantification of Water Demands in Subdivisions”- Wilson, 1996). Once it is complete, all 
assumptions made should be incorporated into the Disclosure Statement. For example, if 
the water budget assumes 800 square feet of Buffalo grass, then the Disclosure Statement 
should limit turf grass to no more than 800 square feet, and prohibit the use of cool-season 
turf that requires more water. 
 
The Disclosure Statement submitted for review does not contain specific water 
conservation measures to ensure that the water use will not exceed the budgeted 0.375 
acre-feet per annum per parcel. On the contrary, it contains confusing and contradictory 
statements. In fact, Item # 17 only encourages water conservation through the installation 
of low flow fixtures and the planting of native shrubs (no limit on the square footage is 
mentioned), and Item # 18 states specifically there are no legal restrictions on either indoor 
or outdoor water use. 
 
WATER AVAILABILITY 
The proposal states that water will be provided by Anthony Water & Sanitation District 
(AWSD). A letter by the water utility has been provided, but it is not adequate. In fact, it 
does not state that AWSD is willing and able to provide the maximum annual water 
requirement, pursuant to Section 14.3.5 (A) of the County Regulations; it merely states that 
the current number of connections is approximately 2,728 (with 128 commercial), that the 
available water rights are 1,150 acre-feet per annum, and that during the year 2003 AWSD 
diverted 1,038.79 acre-feet of water.  
 
This office requests that the letter by the proposed water provider include the total number 
of existing residential and non-residential connections, and the number of potential 
customers that they have committed service too, but have yet to deliver water to them. This 
information should include the name of the subdivision, the number of lots associated with 
each subdivision, and the number of individual residential and non-residential 
commitments. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 505-827-4273. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mara Smith 
Senior Water Resource Specialist 
 
cc: John W. Longworth, Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 OSE Water Right Division, Las Cruces Office 
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