
 
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
 
Date:  April 30, 2002 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: My Land Subdivision Review, Eddy County 

 
 
This proposal is a request to subdivide a 41.86-acre lot into a 31-parcel subdivision 
known as My Land Subdivision.  The subdivision is located approximately 4.5 miles 
northwest of Artesia, NM and further described as being located within Section 30, 
Township 16 South, Range 25 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  This proposal was 
originally reviewed on April 2, 2002.  This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Eddy 
County Subdivision Regulations and provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The developer had originally stated that Cottonwood Water Cooperative (CWC) would 
provide water to this subdivision along with individual 72-12-1 domestic wells.  The 
developer has amended the proposal to include only individual domestic wells as the sole 
source of water for all parcels in the subdivision.  The CWC will no longer be providing 
water service to any parcels within this subdivision. 
 
The subdivider has submitted the required information demonstrating adequate water 
availability when individual 72-12-1 domestic wells are proposed.  The information 
includes supplying at least one well log from an on-site well, providing a description of 
the water bearing formation including a statement of the maximum and minimum depths 
to water and providing a statement of the estimated yield of wells in gallons per minute 
(gpm).  The subdivider is also a licensed well driller who will likely drill the remaining 
wells within the subdivision. 
 
The subdivider has quantified the amount of water available to each parcel at 0.75 acre-
feet per year.  This amount will total approximately 23.25 acre-feet of water per year at 
full build out.  Eddy County Subdivision Regulations allow a maximum annual water 
requirement of 0.75 acre-feet per year per parcel for indoor and outdoor purposes in a 
residential subdivision.  The Office of the State Engineer (OSE) allows the diversion of 
up to 3.0 acre-feet of water per year from a 72-12-1 domestic well; however, county 
regulations take precedence when a lower amount is proposed. 
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The developer has also addressed water conservation measures as per Appendix A-1, 
Section 1 of the Eddy County Subdivision Regulations.  It is recommended that the 
county require the subdivider to specify an irrigated acreage limit per parcel so that each 
parcel will not exceed their water entitlement of 0.75 acre-feet per year.  Also, it is again 
recommended that the county require the developer to refer to OSE Technical Report 48 
entitled “Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in Subdivisions 
(Wilson, 1996) to use as a reference in addressing irrigated acreage limits for this 
proposal.  The developer should refer to Section 7 of OSE Technical Report 48 for 
guidance in calculating landscape irrigation water requirements based on 0.75 acre-feet of 
water per parcel.  Also, it is recommended that individual totalizing meters be placed on 
all 72-12-1 domestic wells drilled within the subdivision for the purpose of monitoring 
water usage. 
 
It is my opinion that the subdivider’s water proposal will conform to the Eddy County 
Subdivision Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision Act when the Disclosure 
Statement and Restrictive Covenants are revised to include restrictions on irrigated 
acreage, thus, helping to ensure that residents do not exceed their water entitlement.  A 
favorable opinion regarding the availability of water for the subdivision will be issued 
for this subdivision proposal contingent upon the submittal of the above-mentioned 
information. 
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