
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
Date:  October 22, 2002 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, P.E. 
 
S ubject: Rainmakers Subdivision, Units 1 - 5, Lincoln County 
 
The Rainmakers proposal is a request to develop a type-two subdivision containing 230 parcels 
on approximately 148.587 acres of land with an additional 110.87 acres of green space.  A 
266.12-acre golf course is also proposed but is not part of this subdivision consideration.  The 
size of the smallest parcel is approximately 0.115 acres and the largest parcel is approximately 
1.56 acres.  The subdivision is located in Sections 17, 18, 19, 20 & 21, Township 10 South, 
Range 14 East New Mexico Principal Meridian.  This subdivision is located approximately seven 
miles North of Ruidoso, New Mexico off of State Road 220.  The subdivision proposal was 
reviewed pursuant to the Lincoln County Subdivision Regulations and provisions of the New 
Mexico Subdivision Act.  This proposal was previously reviewed on October 29, 2001 and on 
November 26, 2001. 
 
The subdivider proposes that this proposal be supplied water by the CDS Rainmakers Utilities 
L.C. formerly Rancho Ruidoso Village Company water utility.  The subdivider has quantified the 
amount of water available to each parcel at 0.21 acre-feet per year.  This is the maximum annual 
water requirement for each parcel in the subdivision.  This figure is based upon 2 capita per 
parcel (lot), which is derived from the 2000 census data for the area.  The Lincoln County 
Subdivision Regulations state that the maximum annual water requirement for indoor and 
outdoor purposes per parcel shall be 0.50 acre-feet per annum, unless a detailed water demand 
analysis approved by the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) justifies the use of a different 
figure.  The subdivider has submitted a detailed water demand analysis justifying 0.21 acre-feet 
of water for OSE review.  It has been determined that this figure will be adequate for this 
subdivision proposal based on proposed uses and available data. 
 
The subdivider has adequately addressed water conservation measures in the disclosure 
statement and in the restrictions and covenants pursuant to Section 18.1 of the Lincoln County 
Subdivision Regulations.  Besides encouraging xeriscaping and requiring low flow water 
appliances the subdivider has also limited the amount of irrigated turf (grass) to 800 square-feet.  
Also, the subdivider will be installing totalizing meters at each parcel (connection) within the 
subdivision.  This will allow the County a method in which to monitor and restrict the amount of 
water used by each parcel.  Finally, pursuant to Section 17.2 of the Lincoln County Subdivision 
Regulations, the subdivider is required to provide stored water for fire protection prior to 
construction.  The storage amount shall not be less than 3,000 gallons.  The Water Supply Plan 
states that the water system currently has a 100,000-gallon storage tank with a fire hydrant 
located at the tank.  The plan also states that they plan on installing an additional 500,000-gallon  
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storage tank, a new pressure system, distribution system, water mains, fire hydrants and utility 
building.  The minimum storage specified by the Insurance Services Office (ISO) shall equal 
60,000 gallons and shall be capable of delivering a minimum of 500 gallons per minute to a fire 
at a residual pressure of 20 pounds per square inch. It is recommended that the county require the 
local fire authority to review the subdividers fire plan and sign off on it before final approval is 
granted. 
 
The subdivider has also attempted to address water availability by including a Geohydrologic 
Report performed by Atkins Engineering Associates, Inc.  The report attempts to demonstrate 
that sufficient water will be available to meet the current and future needs of the proposed 
subdivision over a 40-year period.  Mr. Doug Rappuhn and Mr. Tom Morrison of our Hydrology 
Bureau reviewed the said report and they both concluded that the subdivider will be unable to 
provide a 40-year water supply to existing customers (commitments) and to the proposed 
subdivision (see attached memorandum). 
 
I am of the opinion that the subdivider has not met the water availability requirements of the 
Lincoln County Subdivision Regulations concerning their water proposal; therefore, I 
recommend that a favorable opinion not be issued for this subdivision proposal. 
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