
MEMORANDUM      
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau      
October 9, 2001 
 
To:  Brian Wilson, P.E., Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  Patrick J. Romero, Water Master I  
 
Subject: Kullman Lot Split, Santa Fe County 
____________________________________________________________________ 
The Kullman proposal is a request to develop a divide a developed 2.642-acre lot into two. The lot is 
located South of Santa Fe, at 2141 Old Arroyo Chamiso, in Section 1 of T16N, R9E, N.M.P.M.. This 
proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Regulations, and the 
New Mexico Subdivision Act. The developer proposes that water will be supplied to this 
development via three 71-12-1 domestic wells. 
 
The developer has proposed that the lots share RG-40695, a 72-12-1 domestic well.  The well is 
presently being used to supply a home on the site. The subdivider has submitted a reconnaissance 
hydrology report, in lieu of a geohydrologic report.  A geohydrologic report is required due to the 
fact that the developer is requesting a density adjustment. Article III, Section 10.2.4 of the Santa Fe 
County Land Development Regulations requires that lots created in this area be no less than 2.5 
acres in size. Article VI, Section 6.4.7.f further states that a geoghydrologic report is required if a 
density adjustment is requested.  
 
The reconnaissance hydrology report submitted, by Dennis Cooper, includes well logs, an off-site 
well test performed in 1983, and a calculation of the water presently available for use over the next 
40 years.  This report does not meet the requirements for a geohydrologic report, as outlined in 
Article VI, Section 64.4.. The writer should also note that the calculations for available water should 
be done for a 100-year period, pursuant to Article III, Section 10.1.2.   
 
The subdivider has also failed to properly quantify his subdivision’s annual water requirements, as 
per Article VII, Section 6.6. The subdivider should specify water use restrictions to ensure that his 
users will not exceed this amount of water  from his domestic well, and to meet county regulations. 
Water restrictions should be separated into indoor and outdoor uses, and irrigation restrictions 
(Section 6.6.2.e) should be specified in the disclosure statement as well as in the covenants. This 
irrigation regulation restricts non-native grass irrigable area to 800 square feet, and disallows the use 
of domestic water after it’s second year of growth. It is suggested that the developer refer to State 
Engineer Technical Report No. 48, “Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in 
Subdivisions” (Wilson, 1996), to calculate indoor and outdoor water requirements.   
 
It is my conclusion that the subdivider has not demonstrated that sufficient water is available to meet 
the requirements of his development in accordance with the Santa Fe County Land Development 
Regulations.  A favorable opinion to this effect should be withheld. 
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