
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 12, 2006 
 
 
Brad Stebleton 
Sandoval County CERTIFIED MAIL 
P.O. Box 40 RETURN RECEIPT 
Bernalillo, New Mexico 87004 REQUESTED 
 
Re: Wild Horse Mesa Subdivision 
 
Dear Mr. Stebleton: 
 
The Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau of the Office of the State 
Engineer has reviewed the referenced subdivision proposal pursuant to the Sandoval County 
Subdivision Regulations, the New Mexico Subdivision Act and the OSE Rules and 
Regulations Governing the Appropriation and Use of Ground Water in New Mexico.   
 
It is the opinion of this office that the subdivider’s water supply proposal satisfies the 
requirements of Appendix A, Sections 3(H) and 4(A) of the County Regulation.  Accordingly, 
a positive opinion is hereby issued.  
 
A staff memorandum providing the specific comments and recommendations is attached for 
your information.  If you have any questions, please call Julie Valdez at 505-827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
John W. Longworth, P.E. 
Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau Chief 
 
Encl. 
 
cc:      OSE Water Rights Division, Albuquerque Office 
 

 



   

 
            DATE: June 12, 2006                                      
                 TO: John W. Longworth 
           FROM: Julie Valdez 
 CC: Mara Smith 
     SUBJECT: Wild Horse Mesa Subdivision 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
On May 17, 2006, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to review 
additional documentation for Wild Horse Mesa, A Type Two Subdivision. 
 
This office reviewed the original proposal on April 26, 2006, at which time confusing and 
contradicting statements regarding the water budget were made through out the proposal.  
Therefore, a negative opinion was issued.  For more details please refer to this letter. 
 
The proposal is a request to subdivide 42.89 acres into 41 residential lots, with sizes ranging 
between 1 and 1.33 acres.   The property is located approximately 2 miles north of the Village 
of Placitas, on Palomino Road, west of Mustang Road within Section 19, Township 13 North, 
Range 5 East, NMPM.  Water will be provided by shared domestic 72-12-1 wells. 
 
The documents submitted to this office consist of amendments to the Disclosure Statement 
(pages 14,15, and 16), Shared Well Agreements (pages 3 & 4) and Covenants (page 2).  
 
The OSE has reviewed the Wild Horse Mesa subdivision proposal pursuant to the Sandoval 
County Regulations, the New Mexico State Subdivision Act and the OSE Rules and 
Regulations Governing the Drilling of Wells and the Appropriation of Ground Water in New 
Mexico.  It is the opinion of this office that the proposal satisfies the requirements of 
Appendix A, Sections 3(H) and 4(A) of the County Regulations. Therefore, a positive opinion 
should be issued.   
 
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS & WATER CONSERVATION 
The water demand analysis (in the geohydrologic report) was quantified for both indoor and 
outdoor purposes following the procedures set forth in OSE Technical Report 48 (Wilson, 
1996).  The report limits the maximum allowable diversion to 0.3 acre-feet per annum, 
assuming 2.7 persons per dwelling (at 74.6 gcpd), 400 square feet of Bermuda grasses, 500 
square feet of trees or shrubs and 150 square feet of horticulture.  

 
To ensure that the maximum annual water requirements will not be exceeded water 
conservation measures are clearly stated in the Disclosure Statement, the Water Associations 
Agreement and in the Restrictive Covenants.  These water conservation measures are 
consistent with the assumptions used in the water demand analysis. 
 
WATER AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT 



   

The proposed water supply for this subdivision is nine shared 72-12-1 domestic wells.  The 
subdivider submitted a geohydrology report, pursuant to Appendix A Sections 4.2 and 4.3 of 
the County Regulations.   
 
The geohydrology report includes determinations of transmissivities, calculations to predict if 
there is adequate recoverable water for 100 years, and the projected impact on nearby wells 
and springs.  The report concludes that the there is adequate water available for 100 years, and 
that the effects of pumping within the Wild Horse Mesa Subdivision on nearby wells and 
springs will be minor.  This office concurs with these conclusions. 
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