
MEMORANDUM      
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau      
 
 
December 10, 2001 
 
To:  Brian Wilson, P.E., Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  Patrick J. Romero, Water Master I  
 
Subject: Eldorado Animal Clinic Master Plan, Santa Fe County 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Eldorado Animal Clinic proposal is a request to add 3587 square feet to a 1968 square foot 
building. The addition will allow for more exam rooms, an expanded diagnostics area, office space, 
grooming facilities, and an 18-dog run kennel. The 2.42-acre lot which the facility is on is located on 
the west side of U.S.285, North of Alamo Drive, in the Bishop John Lamy Grant, within Projected 
Section 16 of T15N, R10E, N.M.P.M.. It was reviewed pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land 
Development Regulations, and the New Mexico Subdivision Act.  The developer proposes that 
water will continue to be supplied to this development via Eldorado Utilities. 
 
The developer has submitted a water budget for this addition. Using historical records, he has 
demonstrated that his water usage is 0.21 acre-feet of water per year. The developer has proposed 
eliminating the washing of laundry at the facility to offset much of the new demand created by the 
addition. The developer believes that, upon completion, the facilities will require 0.243 acre-feet of 
water per year.  
 
While this development will not use more than 0.25 acre-feet of water per year, it is supplied via a 
community water system. Due to this fact, the developer needs to provide a letter of from the 
supplier in which the supplier states that they are ready, willing, and able to supply this development 
with additional water. Section 6, Table 7.4 of the Santa Fe County Land Development Code refers to 
this requirement.  
 
Due to the fact that that additional water required is minimal, I feel that it would not be inappropriate 
for the county Commission to grant a variance to the developer.  Due to the many problems 
Eldorado Utilities is experiencing at this time, I do not foresee them providing a letter of availability 
for some time. 
 
In accordance, it is my opinion that this office is unable to provide a positive opinion for this small-
scale development at this time. 
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