
 
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
Date:  April 26, 2002 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: The Village at El Dorado Development Plan, Santa Fe County 
 
The proposed project is a request to develop a 24.04-acre tract of land into a commercial 
community containing a restaurant, a four (4) screen theater, several retail stores, some 
office space and an open-air market.  The tract is located in the Eldorado Subdivision 
approximately seven miles southeast of Santa Fe, New Mexico.  This development is 
further described as being located in the Canada de Los Alamos Land Grant within 
Township 15 North, Range 10 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  This proposal was 
reviewed as a Master Plan proposal on April 19, 2001.  The proposal was reviewed 
pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Code and provisions of the New 
Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
This developer has indicated that a 72-12-1 domestic well will supply water to this 
development.  The well number for this well is RG-75522.  This well has been drilled and 
properly permitted by the Office of the State Engineer (OSE).  The developer has 
submitted a Geohydrologic Report, performed by Glorieta Geoscience, Inc.  The report 
proves that there is a 100-year supply of water meeting the full water requirements of the 
development.  The report demonstrated a supply greater then the 2.99 acre-feet per year 
over 100-year period as required by the Santa Fe County Land Development Code.  The 
report was performed as per the requirements of the above-mentioned code. 
 
The developer has submitted a detailed water budget showing that the development will 
be using approximately 2.99 acre-feet of water per year.  Further, the developer 
performed the water budget based on an 80% occupancy rate at the theater complex.  
This is sufficient for a conservative analysis since 25% to 50% occupancy figures are 
probably more accurate.  Note: The maximum amount of water that can be diverted from 
a 72-12-1 domestic well is 3.0 acre-feet per year and the maximum amount of land that 
can be irrigated is one acre. 
 
The developer has indicated that the development will be xeriscaped to conserve water 
along with the inclusion of intensive conservation measures to reduce the amount of fresh 
water required by the development.  For example, toilets will use recycled water instead 
of fresh water and all faucets and toilets will be equipped with sensors that will minimize 
water use.  Also, all landscaping will use recycled water, therefore, the previously  
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estimated quantity of 400 gallons per day for landscape irrigation will not be included in 
the total estimated water usage.  Due to the fact that the developer has stated that they 
plan on using approximately 3.0 acre-feet of water per year and the maximum amount of 
water allowed to be diverted from a 72-12-1 domestic well is 3.0 acre-feet per year, it is 
recommended that the county require the developer to install a totalizing meter on the 
said well so that water use can be monitored. 
 
It is my opinion that the developer’s water proposal conforms to the Santa Fe County 
Land Development Code and provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision Regulations.  A 
favorable opinion is recommended for this proposal. 
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