
 
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
Date:  March 7, 2002 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: Santa Fe Metro Center, Final Development Plan, Santa Fe County 

 
 
The proposed subdivision is a request to develop a 16.38-acre tract of land into a 14-
parcel development.  The tract is located approximately 2 miles Southwest of Santa Fe, 
NM off SR 14 & one mile north of the New Mexico State Penitentiary.  This 
development is further described as being located in Section 26, Township 16 North, 
Range 08 East, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  This proposal was reviewed pursuant to 
the Santa Fe County Land Development Code, the Extraterritorial Subdivision 
Regulations and provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
This developer has indicated that a community well will be utilized to supply water to 
this development.  The proposed well, well No. RG-47569 was pump tested for the 
Geohydrology Report performed by Glorieta Geoscience, Inc.  This well is permitted to 
divert and consumptively use 33.0 acre-feet of water per year until December 31, 2027.  
After this date the amount of water that can be diverted and consumptively used will be 
reduced to 7.5 acre-feet per year to account for the effects of pumping 33.0 acre-feet per 
year for 40 years and thereafter on La Cienega Springs located approximately 2 miles 
southwest of this well.  The effect on the springs will be approximately 7.578 acre-feet; 
therefore, the reduction to 7.5 acre-feet after the 40th year which is the year 2027.   The 
water right permit is in order and the permittee simply needs to apply the water to 
beneficial use.  Extensions of Time have been filed and approved by the Office of the 
State Engineer (OSE) until beneficial use occurs. 
 
The developer has submitted a water budget quantifying the anticipated amount of water 
for this development at 6.33 acre-feet per year.  The water budget separates the usage into 
indoor and outdoor uses.  Since 6.33 acre-feet of water per year is the total annual 
estimated water use by the development, diversion of water from well No. RG-47569 
should be less than the 7.5 acre-feet after December 31, 2027. 
 
The developer has addressed conservation measures by indicating that each parcel 
(building) will be equipped with a water meter along with a totalizing meter at the well 
and all fixtures will be of the low-flow type.  The developer has also stated that all 
landscaping should be planted with drought tolerant type plants, shrubs and trees with  
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xeriscape techniques strongly encouraged.  Further, the developer has restricted any 
planting of turf grasses by the parcel owners. 
 
The developer has submitted a Geohydrology Report performed by Glorieta Geoscience, 
Inc. demonstrating a 100-year supply of water meeting the full water requirements of the 
development.  The said Geohydrology Report demonstrates that 33 acre-feet per year will 
be available for 26 years, and 7.5 acre-feet per year for 74 additional years.  This report 
reiterates the fact that this well is a deep well that has been constructed in an exceptional 
manner yielding large flow rates with more than adequate water column. 
 
It is my opinion that the developer’s water proposal meets the requirements of the Santa 
Fe County Land Development Code and the Extraterritorial Subdivision Regulations.  In 
accordance, a favorable opinion should be issued for this proposal. 
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