
 
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
Date:  June 17, 2002 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, Water Master I 
 
Subject: Anasazi Trails Subdivision, Preliminary Plat, Sandoval County 

 
 
The proposed subdivision is a request to develop a 166-acre lot into a 102-parcel 
subdivision.  The tract is located approximately 2 miles Northeast of Bernalillo, NM off 
of State Road 165 via Trails Road East.  This development is further described as being 
located in Section 26, Township 13 North, Range 04 East, New Mexico Principal 
Meridian.  This proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Sandoval County Land 
Subdivision Regulations and provisions of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The developer has indicated that shared 72-12-1 domestic wells will be utilized to supply 
water to this subdivision.  It is believed that well No. RG-77562 is one of the wells that 
will supply this subdivision with water. It also is the well that was pump tested for the 
Geohydrology Report performed by AGW Consultants.  Additional well permit numbers 
were not provided nor is it known if additional wells have been drilled on the property.  
All shared 72-12-1 domestic wells must be properly permitted by the Office of the State 
Engineer (OSE) before water is diverted for domestic use.  The developer should specify, 
in the disclosure statement and plat, which parcels will be sharing a well.  Additionally, it 
is recommended that the developer include a well agreement in the disclosure statement 
since shared 72-12-1 domestic wells will be utilized.  At a minimum the well agreement 
should state what the responsibilities and requirements are for each parcel owner sharing 
a well. 
 
The developer has stated that the subdivision will use 0.33 acre-feet of water per year per 
parcel for a total of 33.66 acre-feet per year.  It is not certain where this figure came from 
or how it was arrived at since a water budget was not submitted.  It should be noted that 
the maximum amount of water that can be diverted from a 72-12-1 domestic well is 3.0 
acre-feet per year and the maximum amount of land that can be irrigated is one acre.  
Each shared 72-12-1 domestic well will be required to be metered with a totalizing meter 
and quarterly meter readings submitted to the OSE.  It is also recommended that the 
county require the developer to install totalizing meters at each parcel or connection so 
that individual water use can be measured. 
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The developer has addressed conservation measures by requiring the use of low flow 
plumbing fixtures and appliances be installed at the subdivision. Also, Xeriscape 
landscaping is strongly encouraged by the developer.  The developer has restricted the 
amount of irrigated turf area to 600 square-feet.  The developer is allowing for an 
additional undisclosed amount of area for trees and shrubs.  The estimated water usage 
for each parcel is approximately 0.37 acre-feet per year for indoor and outdoor purposes 
including evaporative cooling.  This amount doesn’t take into account any additional 
water used for swimming pools, Jacuzzi’s or any other type of decorative ponds.  It is 
strongly recommended that the county require the developer to limit all outdoor irrigation 
to a total of 600 square-feet or less.  Any additional irrigated acreage for trees and shrubs 
may result in the parcels exceeding their water entitlement of 0.33 acre-feet per year per 
parcel if there are 3.5 or more occupants per household.  Also, the developer has strongly 
discouraged any exterior water fountains and waterfalls within the subdivision.  This 
restriction should also include swimming pools and Jacuzzi’s without covers and any 
other type of decorative ponds. 
 
The developer has demonstrated that there is a 100-year supply of water meeting the 
water requirements of the subdivision.  This was accomplished with the Geohydrology 
Report previously mentioned and performed by AGW Consultants.  The report 
demonstrated a supply of at least 0.35 acre-feet per year per parcel over a 100-year 
period.  The report also stated the Minimum Lot Size (MLS) for this subdivision to be 
0.57 acre.  The smallest parcel at the subdivision will be 0.75 acre. 
 
It is my opinion that the developer’s water proposal conforms to the Sandoval County 
Land Subdivision Regulations; however, it is suggested that the county require additional 
conservation measures addressing outdoor water use, provide a well agreement for the 
shared wells, and keep the amount of irrigated area to a total of 600 square-feet.  A 
favorable opinion will be issued for this proposal contingent upon the developer 
adequately addressing all the items mentioned within this memorandum. 
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