
MEMORANDUM      
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau      
 
 
August 7, 2002 
 
To:  Brian Wilson, P.E., Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  Patrick J. Romero, Water Master I  
 
Subject: Altshuler Subdivision Plan, Santa Fe County 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
The Altshuler proposal is a request to develop a 80.2195-acre lot into a Type III, 21 lot residential 
subdivision. The lot is located South of  Tano West (CR 85A), and will be accessible via Heartstone, 
South of Eldorado, Sections 3 and of T17N, R9E, N.M.P.M.. This proposal was reviewed pursuant 
to the Santa Fe County Land Development Regulations (SFCLDR), and the New Mexico 
Subdivision Act. The developer proposes that water will be supplied to this development via 
individual wells. 
   
The subdivider has submitted a geohydrologic report by Dennis Cooper. In preparing this report, the 
developer drilled and pump-tested a well on the property. The report includes the subject well 
record, geophysical logs, more well test data, a geologic interpretation, and computer-simulated 
modeling of the drawdown that would be caused by this development. I agree with the author’s 
conclusion that there is water available for this development for no less than 100 years, thus 
satisfying the requirements of the Santa Fe County Regulations (6.4.2.a). 

The subdivider has properly quantified his subdivision’s annual water requirements, as per Article 
VII, Section 6.6. The subdivider will need to specify water restrictions consistent with these 
calculations to ensure that his subdivision water use would not exceed this amount of water. Article 
VII, Section 6.6.2e. of the SFCLDR states that lawns of non-native grasses shall not exceed 800 
square feet and shall only be watered with rainwater collected by means confined to the property or 
with recycled household gray water. This is less than the 1000 square feet allotted for in the 
quantification. 
 
It is my conclusion that, with the above-mentioned change, the subdivider will have provided 
sufficient evidence that water is available to meet the requirements of his development in accordance 
with the Santa Fe County Land Development Regulations.  Thus, on this condition, a positive 
opinion should be issued.  
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