
MEMORANDUM      
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau     
 
January 21, 2003 
 
To:  Brian Wilson, P.E., Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  Patrick J. Romero, Water Master I  
 
Subject: Equestrian Facility at Las Campanas Subdivision, Santa Fe County 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Las Campanas Inc. is proposing to build an addition to their Equestrian Facilities. The 
subdivider proposes adding 25,783 square feet to their existing barn facilities for their 
Type II residential subdivision, Las Campanas. Las Campanas is approximately seven 
miles northwest of downtown Santa Fe, along Camino La Tierra. The developer proposes 
that water will be supplied to this development from the Buckman wells and, at a later 
date, a new diversion facility, via the City of Santa Fe, Las Campanas, and Las Campanas 
Water Cooperative.  
 
The Santa Fe County Land Development Code requires that the water cooperative offer 
evidence that it is physically able to supply the subdivision with the maximum annual 
water requirement for no less than 100 years (Article VII, Section 6.4.2.a). The County 
has entered into an agreement with Las Campanas, in which the County, for a bond, 
agrees that the subdivider has the ability to provide his subdivision with domestic water 
for 100 years.  While the county was willing to do this, the plan does not meet county 
regulations.   
 
The County should note that the agreement made is not in accordance with state law, 
which mandates that the county commission follow a specific course of action in order to 
determine water availability for subdivisions. (Land Subdivision Act, Article 6, 47-6-11 
N.M.S.A.). 
 
It is not understood why the County would ask OSE to review this proposal, when they 
have already approved its water plan. Despite this previous arrangement, I recommend 
that this office offer this development a negative opinion.   
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