
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

June 10, 2004 
 
 
Ms. Vicki Lucero 
Development Review Supervisor CERTIFIED MAIL 
Santa Fe County RETURN RECEIPT 
P.O. Box 276  
Santa Fe, NM 87504-0276 
 
Re: EZC Case # Z/DP/V 04-4240 Sierra Vista Retirement Community 
 
Dear Ms. Lucero: 
 
On May 14, 2004, the State Engineer Office (OSE) received a request to review the proposal for the 
expansion of “Sierra Vista Retirement Community”. This facility is located on a 3.28-acre parcel on 
the south side of Rodeo Road, adjacent to the City of Santa Fe, within Section 11, Township 16 
North, Range 9 East, NMPM. Water is and will continue to be provided by a domestic well. This 
submittal was reviewed pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Code and the New 
Mexico Subdivision Act.  
 
It is the opinion of this office that this proposal will satisfy the requirements of the County Land 
Development Code upon the modification of the existing landscape area, and the adoption of 
outdoor water conservation measures. Accordingly, a positive opinion is issued, on this condition. 
 
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS 
Sierra Vista is an existing retirement community specializing in Alzheimer’s and memory loss 
treatment. It currently houses 15 full-time residents and 9.5 full-time support staff. There are on-site 
laundry and cooking facilities. The proposed expansion will house 24 full-time residents and 18.5 
full-time staff. A hair salon will be added for residents’ use. Outdoor use will not expand beyond 
the existing 1,760 square feet of lawn. 
 
The applicant has submitted a water budget pursuant to Article VII, Section 6.6.2 of the County 
Land Development Code, stating that the water use will be 1.58 acre-feet of water per year at full 
occupancy. The analysis was conducted by taking the average of the current daily indoor water use 
(700 gallons), and by taking into account the future users’ increase. The budget includes 200 gallons 
per day for the laundry (5 loads versus the 3 current ones), 296 gallons per day for 18.5 employees, 
684 gallons for 24 residents, 118 gallons for contingency/miscellaneous uses, and 0.13 acre-feet per 
year for the irrigation of 1,760 square feet of lawn. This office concurs with the methodology used 
for the demand analysis and with the estimated projected requirement. 
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WATER AVAILABITY ASSESSMENT 
To prove water availability, the applicant’s hydrologist provided a geohydrologic report pursuant to 
Article VII, Section 6.4.1(d) of the County Land Development Code. An aquifer test was conducted 
at the existing domestic well. Well RG-28397 was pumped at 22 gpm for 48 hours, and the water 
level dropped from 176 feet to 227 feet. The measured recovery was 99% of the static water level 
after six (6) hours. The report includes determination of transmissivity, drawdown over 40 years, 
and calculations to predict if there is adequate water in storage for 40 years (the property is located 
within the Metropolitan Zone) in the aquifer beneath the property. The geohydrologic report 
concludes that, while the well, with a proven reliable production rate of approximately 20 gpm, 
would be capable of producing more than sufficient water to meet the needs to the expanded 
facility, the Minimum Lot Size calculations indicate that 1.41 acre-feet of water per year would be 
available in the aquifer beneath this 3.28-acre parcel, instead of the budgeted 1.58 acre-feet per 
year. This office concurs with these conclusions. 
 
However, a few factors should be taken into consideration here. First, the water demand analysis 
included 118 gallons of water per day (=0.13 acre-feet per year) for contingencies/miscellaneous 
uses, and it is quite reasonable to expect that this whole amount will not be used consistently. 
Second, the water demand analysis included 0.13 acre-feet of water per year for the irrigation of the 
existing 1,760 square feet lawn.  
 
It is the opinion of this office that if the County requires the applicant to reduce the lawn size, plant 
drought tolerant shrubs, and harvest and use rain water for landscape irrigation, then the water 
demand will decrease and there will be sufficient water in storage in the aquifer beneath the 
property, as required by the County Land Development Code. 
 
Finally, the proposal states that a functioning meter was installed at the well only last March. For 
this type of use (sanitary), meter readings should be submitted regularly to the Water Rights 
Division of the OSE. This was never done due to the fact that, although the property owners stated 
correctly the use of the water in a change of ownership for the well filed in 1989, the OSE failed to 
update the records and advise them of the metering requirement. Therefore, a copy of this letter will 
be forwarded to the Santa Fe Office of the OSE Water Rights Division, who will proceed to contact 
the manager of the retirement community, provide the necessary meter readings forms, and update 
the records. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 505-827-4273. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Mara Smith 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
 
cc: John W. Longworth, Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
      OSE Water Right Division, Santa Fe Office 
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