
 
    
 
 
 
 

August 9, 2004 
 
 
Vicente Archuleta, Development Review Specialist II   CERTIFIED MAIL 
Santa Fe County        RETURN RECEIPT
P.O. Box 276         REQUESTED
Santa Fe, N.M. 87504-5102 
 
Reference:  Ortiz Family Property 
 
Dear Mr. Archuleta: 
 
The Office of the State Engineer has reviewed the Ortiz Family Property proposal, pursuant to the 
Santa Fe County Land Development Code (Code).  It is the opinion of this office that this developer 
has not provided sufficient evidence for this office to offer an opinion as to whether or not he can 
meet his water supply requirements, pursuant to the Code. 
 
Project 
The Ortiz Family Proposal is a request to develop Self-Storage Units near the southwest intersection 
of Richards and Rodeo Road, behind Castro’s Restaurant. The Ortiz’ 2.5-acre lot presently has the 
restaurant and a parking lot on it.  It is located in Section 8 of T16N Range 9E N.M.P.M.  The 
applicant proposes that a new domestic well provide water to the new facilities. The City of Santa Fe 
will continue to provide water to Castro’s Restaurant. 
  
Water Demand Analysis 
The applicant has stated that the annual water requirement of the new facilities will be less than 2.0 
acre-feet per year. The developer has failed to properly quantify his annual water requirements, as 
per Article VII, Section 6.6 of the Code. The OSE does not anticipate that these facilities would 
require more than 0.25 acre-feet per year, making it exempt from the water supply requirements of 
the Code. The developer should specify water restrictions to ensure that his development would not 
exceed this amount of water. Water requirements should be separated into indoor and outdoor uses, 
and restrictions on irrigated area should be specified to ensure that the owners will not exceed the 
allowed amount. Article VII, Section 6.6.2e. of the Code states that lawns of non-native grasses shall 
not exceed 800 square feet and shall only be watered with rainwater collected by means confined to 
the property or with recycled household gray water.  It is suggested that the developer refer to State 
Engineer Technical Report No. 48, “Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in 
Subdivisions” (Wilson, 1996), to calculate indoor and outdoor water requirements.   
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Water Supply Assessment 
If water use is expected to be greater than 0.25 acre-feet per year, the Code require the developer to 
supply a geohydrologic report. Article VII, Section 6.4.2 of the Code details the minimum 
requirements for this report.  Santa Fe County mapping of the area indicates that this development is 
in the Basin Zone. The report should include well logs, drawdown and recovery well test data, 
geologic cross-sections, water level contours, and results of 100-year schedule of effects model. The 
report should contain enough information to conclude with a preponderance of evidence that water 
will be available for the 100-year period prescribed by the County.  
 
Conclusion 
The County should note that Article II, Section 2.3.1.a authorizes the Code Administrator to exempt 
development comprised primarily of building permits. He may refer such development to an agency 
for a non-binding opinion (Article II, Section 2.3.1.e). 
  
It is the opinion of the OSE that requiring a water supply plan conforming to the development code 
could be considered an unnecessary hardship to this developer and would be contrary to the purpose 
of the Regulations.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this opinion, please feel free to call me at (505) 827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Patrick J. Romero, P.E. 
Water Resource Engineer 
 
 
Cc:  John Longworth, Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
 Santa Fe District Office, Water Rights Division 
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