
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

April 20, 2005 
 
 
Vicki Lucero 
Zoning Division Director CERTIFIED 
Santa Fe County RETURN RECEIPT 
102 Grant Avenue – P.O. Box 276 REQUESTED
Santa Fe, NM 87504-0276 
 
Re: EZC CASE # Z 04-4395 Rainmaker Center & Lodge at Aldea de Santa Fe 
 
Dear Ms. Lucero: 
 
On March 23, 2005, the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received additional 
documentation regarding the water supply proposal for “Rainmaker Center & Lodge”. This 
office had issued a negative opinion, with letter dated December 7, 2004, on the water 
demand analysis and on the water availability. 
 
This proposed commercial development includes reception, offices, gift shop/bookstore, 
juice bar, media center, seminar and meeting rooms, a wellness center, 25 one-
bedroom/one-bath rooms, and 26 time-share units (10 one-bedroom and 16 two-
bedrooms). It will occupy a total of 59,300 square feet on 11.7 acres within the “Aldea de 
Santa Fe” subdivision, which is located approximately 1.5 miles from the City of Santa Fe 
limits, off State Road 599, within Section 20, Township 17 North, Range 9 East, NMPM. 
The developer proposes to obtain water from the City of Santa Fe. 
 
It is the opinion of this office that the water supply proposal still does not satisfy the 
requirements of the Santa Fe County Land Development Code. Accordingly, a negative 
opinion is issued again at this time. 
 
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS 
The developer has addressed some of the questions that this office had posed on the 
calculations and assumptions that were presented in the first proposal (for details please 
refer to the aforementioned letter). He has specified that laundry will not be done on the 
premises, and that the kitchen will be run for the juice bar, but only occasionally for food 
preparation.  
 
There are still issues that have not been resolved. For instance, the recycling waste water 
treatment system has not yet been described, and the total water use for the spa’s steam 
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rooms remains vague. Most important, the developer has not revised the potable water 
budget, which is still quantified at 7.99 acre-feet of water per year, by assuming 7% system 
losses, 3.77 acre-feet per year for the 26 time-share units (10 one-bedroom and 16 two-
bedrooms), 0.168 acre-feet per year for the conference center, and 3.158 acre-feet for the 
wellness center.  
 
While the water budget for the time-share units is attainable, it requires aggressive 
conservation measures, which, if not properly implemented and maintained, could result in 
higher than estimated water use. However, the water budget for the wellness center is too 
low and is not acceptable. The developer still maintains that the three swimming pools and 
six tubs will be drained and refilled only once a year, and that back flushing of pool filters 
will require only a total of 156 gallons per day. Also, he does not account for any 
additional water that might be required as result of maintenance, malfunctioning and 
accidents.  
 
The developer states that the New Mexico Envornment Department (NMED) requires a 
commercial spa pool to be drained once a month, but that the new rules allow a variance 
which allows no drainage of commercial pools as long as an automatic monitor and dosing 
system for the chemicals and regular testing for total dissolved solids is in place. This is 
not accurate. Section 7.18.4.11 of the “NMED Rules and Regulation governing swimming 
pools, spas, and baths”, effective March 30, 2005, requires draining and refilling of spa 
pools at least once every 30 days. This requirement does not apply to swimming pools; 
however the required backflushing process practically replaces the entire water volume 
approximately once every three months. Further, automatic monitoring and dosing systems 
and regular testing for dissolved solids is required for all pools, and does not guarantee the 
granting of a variance (verbal communication to the writer by NMED on April 4, 2005).  
 
In conclusion, it is the opinion the this office that the water demand analysis does not 
satisfy the requirements of Article VII, Section 6.6.2 of the County Code, for the reason 
that the developer has quantified the water requirement for his development at an 
unrealistic minumum.
 
WATER AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT 
The developer has indicated that Sangre de Cristo Water Company, which is owned by the 
City of Santa Fe, will supply water to the Rainmaker Center & Lodge. A letter was 
provided with the first proposal, in which the utility states that it is willing and able to 
extend water utility service to customers located within the Aldea de Santa Fe property.  
 
However, the City of Santa Fe does not own sufficient perpetual water rights to provide a 
sustainable water supply that can satisfy its current commitments and future plans. At the 
present time the City of Santa Fe is much dependent upon the lease of San Juan Chama 
diversion rights, which are due to expire on December 31, 2016. The OSE is also 
concerned that droughts that occurred in the late 1990s and early 2000s demonstrated the 
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City of Santa Fe’s hydrologic vulnerability to water shortages that compromise its ability 
to satisfy the full water demand for existing customers. Consequently, the OSE is issuing a 
negative opinion on the water availability assessment for the proposed development. 
 
If you have any questions, please call me at 505-827-4273. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Mara Smith 
Water Resource Master 
 
cc:  John W. Longworth, OSE Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 Florence Higgins, NMED Field Operation Division 
 OSE Water Rights Division, Santa Fe Office 
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