
   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 13, 2006 
 
 
Ms. Shelly Cobau 
Development Review Specialist II 
Santa Fe County  CERTIFIED MAIL 
102 Grant Avenue RETURN RECEIPT 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0276 REQUESTED 
 
Anticipated by Fax 
 
Re: Rancho San Lucas Subdivision 
 
Dear Ms. Cobau: 
 
The Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau of the Office of the State 
Engineer has reviewed the referenced subdivision proposal pursuant to the Santa Fe County 
Land Development Code, the New Mexico Subdivision Act and the OSE Rules and 
Regulations Governing the Drilling of Wells and the Appropriation of Ground Water in New 
Mexico.   
 
It is the opinion of this office that the subdivider’s water supply proposal does not satisfy the 
requirements of Section 47-6-11-F (1) of the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
A staff memorandum providing the specific comments and recommendations is attached for 
your information.  If you have any questions, please call Julie Valdez at 505-827-6790. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
For John W. Longworth, P.E. 
Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau Chief 
 
Encl. 

cc:      OSE Water Rights Division, Santa Fe Office 



   

 
            DATE: October 13, 2006                                      
                 TO: John W. Longworth 
           FROM: Julie Valdez 
     SUBJECT: Rancho San Lucas Subdivision 
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
On September 15, 2006 the Office of the State Engineer received a request to review 
additional documentation for Rancho San Lucas, a Type Two subdivision.   
 
This office has reviewed the proposal for Rancho San Lucas on March 27, 2002, on May 20, 
2002, on November 4, 2003, on July 19, 2004 and on August 4, 2006 and issued negative 
opinions.  For details please refer to the aforementioned letters.  
 
The proposal is a request to subdivide a 128.16-acre lot into 29 residential lots ranging in size 
from 2.5 acres to 5.31 acres. The property is located on the west side of U.S.285, south of 
Eldorado, in the Bishop John Lamy and Canada de Los Alamos Grants, in projected Sections 
29 and 30 of Township 15 North, Range 10 East, NMPM. The developer proposes that 
Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation District will supply water to the development. 
 
The documents submitted to this office consist of an updated Disclosure Statement and a 
Declaration of Protective Covenants (Covenants).  
 
This revised proposal was reviewed pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Code 
(Code), the New Mexico Subdivision Act and the OSE Rules and Regulations Governing the 
Drilling of Wells and the Appropriation of Ground Water in New Mexico. Based on the 
information provided, the water supply proposal is not in compliance with the requirements of 
Section 47-6-11-F (1) of the New Mexico Subdivision Act.  Accordingly, a negative opinion 
should be issued. 
 
WATER DEMAND ANALYSIS & WATER CONSERVATION 
Under Item # 17 of the Disclosure Statement the subdivider restricts water use to 0.25 acre-
feet per annum per lot pursuant to Section 6.6.2 of County Code.  The subdivider has also 
developed specific water conservation measures to ensure that the maximum annual water 
requirement will not be exceed and requires that water meters be installed at each lot to 
monitor water use. 
 
However, the subdivider has provided confusing and contradicting statements regarding the 
water restrictions for the proposed subdivision.  It is unclear from the proposal if the 
subdivider proposes to limit each lot to: 

• 1350 square feet of trees as described under Item # 17 (G) of the Disclosure Statement 
• 1450 square feet of trees as described under Article IV (H), of the Covenants 

 



   

The water conservation measures should be unequivocally stated in the Disclosure Statement 
and in the Covenants, and they should be consistent with the assumptions used in the water 
demand analysis.  It is recommended that the subdivider amend the Disclosure Statement and 
Covenants accordingly.  
 
It is the opinion of this office that the subdivider has addressed the issues raised in the 
previous submittal regarding water conservation and after amendments are made to 
Disclosure Statement and Covenants the proposal will satisfy the requirements of Article VI, 
Section and 6.6.2 of the County Code.    
 
WATER AVAILABILITY 
The subdivider proposes to obtain water from Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation District 
(EAWSD). The subdivider proposes to transfer existing water rights from well RG-72559 to 
EAWSD.  A letter from EAWSD outlining the understanding to transfer the well and water 
rights is included in the proposal. The letter states that the District is ready, willing and able to 
provide water service in accordance with the understanding.   
 
According to Item # 17 of the Disclosure Statement the subdivider will transfer the water 
rights from well RG-72559 to EAWSD prior to the commencement of construction for the 
water lines serving the proposed subdivision.  As of this date a Change of Ownership has not 
been filed with the Water Rights Division.  
 
Also, under Item# 17 of the Disclosure Statement the subdivider states that water will be 
distributed to the proposed subdivision from an 8-inch water line on Spur Ranch Road and 
connected to a 6-inch line on Camino Caballo.  According to the Disclosure Statement this 
will allow a dual source of water supply to the proposed subdivision, which indicates that well 
RG-72559 will interconnect to EAWSD’s system. An application to Change Place of Use 
must be filed with the OSE Water Rights Division.  This application must be filed in 
accordance with OSE Rules and Regulations.  For more information regarding this issue 
please contact the OSE’s District VI Office in Santa Fe.  Please note that OSE records 
indicate that the place of use for water diverted from well RG- 72559 is limited to the 128.16-
acre lot of the proposed subdivision.  
 
In order for the subdivider to fulfill the proposals in the Disclosure Statement, an application 
to Change Place of Use must be successfully completed. The outcome of this application 
cannot be predicted at this time.  Therefore, it is the opinion of this office that the subdivider 
has not adequately addressed the issues raised in the previous submittal and does not satisfy 
the requirements of Section 47-6-11-F (1) of the Subdivision Act. 
This office is prepared to re-evaluate the reference proposal when the subdivider has 
completed all the necessary water right applications.  At this time it is recommended that a 
negative opinion be issued. 
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