
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 11, 2010 

 

 
Ms. Vicki Lucero 

Development Review Team Leader CERTIFIED MAIL 

Santa Fe County RETURN RECEIPT 

P.O. Box 276         REQUESTED 

Santa Fe, NM   87504-5102 

  

Re: Cimarron Village Master Plan 

 

Dear Ms. Lucero: 

 

The Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau of the Office of the State 

Engineer has reviewed the referenced master plan proposal relating to project feasibility 

regarding water supply pursuant to the Santa Fe County Land Development Code.  

  

A staff memorandum providing specific comments is attached for your information. If you 

have any questions, please call Jerry Keller at 505-827-3845. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John W. Longworth, P.E. 

Water Use & Conservation/Subdivision Review Bureau Chief 

 

Encl. 

 

cc:      OSE Water Rights Division, Santa Fe Office 

 

JK:jk 



MEMORANDUM 

New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 

Water Use and Conservation Bureau 

 

 

 

            DATE: February 8, 2010                                  

                 TO: John Longworth, P.E. Water Use & Conservation Bureau Chief 

           FROM: Jerry Keller, Senior Water Resource Specialist 

     SUBJECT: Cimarron Village Master Plan, Santa Fe County  

 

 

SUMMARY 

On January 14, 2010 the Office of the State Engineer (OSE) received a request to provide 

comments on the revised Cimarron Village Master Plan. 

 

This office provided comments on the previous master plan proposal on January 12, 2009. 

The revised proposal provides an outline for the development of 88 acres more or less into 33 

commercial lots, 20 townhouse live/work units, 3 single-family residential lots, 30 multi-family 

residential units, 3 open space lots, and a wastewater treatment plant site. The property is located 

on the east side of US 285 south of I-25 within projected Sections 9 and 16, Township 15 North, 

Range 10 East, Cañada de Los Alamos Grant.  

 

The proposed water supply is by the Eldorado Area Water and Sanitation District (EAWSD). 

The proposal contains an unexecuted agreement between the developer and EAWSD to provide 

water service at a rate of 20.25 acre-feet per year at full development. Existing domestic wells 

RG-39231 (RG-87176), RG-40731, RG-42152, and RG-39107 will be transferred to EAWSD.  

 

The revised proposal estimates the project water demand at 19.10 acre-feet per year. Two 

demand analyses are provided for indoor residential water use. An estimate of 0.29 acre-feet per 

lot is based on indoor water uses and quantities presented in OSE Technical Report 48, (Wilson, 

1996) and 3 persons per dwelling unit. A second estimate of 0.22 acre-feet is calculated based on 

the same water uses with adjusted quantities. The table of water use does not utilize either of the 

detailed estimates. Water use for the townhouse (live/work) units and multi-family units is 0.20 

acre-feet. Annual water use for the Single family units is 0.25 acre-feet.         

 

CONCLUSIONS: 

Previous comments regarding the project water supply have not been addressed and are reiterate 

below:  

 There appears to be mathematical errors in both detailed water demand analyses tables. 

The calculated quantity in gallons is not equal to the quantities shown in acre-feet.  

 The estimates do not include a water quantity for outdoor use. Although rainwater 

harvesting and wastewater reuse is proposed for irrigation, outdoor use of potable water 

is not specifically prohibited. 

 No water demand estimate is provided for commercial uses. Estimates are for indoor 

residential domestic use only. 
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 The water budget does not include an estimate for distribution system losses. 

 OSE is aware that EAWSD has had some difficulty in the past providing adequate water 

service to existing customers. This office recommends that EAWSD provide 

documentation demonstrating the quantity of water presently produced annually, quantity 

of water supply commitments to date, and proof of sufficient water rights in place to meet 

existing demand, commitments for services not yet connected, and the water 

requirements of the proposed subdivision. 

 


