
MEMORANDUM 
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
Date:  January 2, 2003 
 
To:  Brian C. Wilson, P.E., Chief, Water Use & Conservation Bureau 
 
From:  John T. Romero, P.E. 
 
Subject: Berrenda Creek Ranch II Subdivision Review, Sierra County 

 
 
This proposal is a request to subdivide a 1,832-acre parcel of land into a 45-lot 
subdivision known as Berrenda Creek Ranch II Subdivision.  The average lot size in this 
subdivision will be 40 acres.  The subdivision is located approximately 15 miles South of 
Hillsboro, NM and further described as being located within Sections 1, 7, 12, 13, 18, 19, 
and 24 all in Township 18 South, Range 7 West and Sections 1, 12 and 13 all in 
Township 18 South, Range 8 West, New Mexico Principal Meridian.  This proposal was 
reviewed pursuant to the Sierra County Subdivision Regulations and provisions of the 
New Mexico Subdivision Act. 
 
The developer proposes that each parcel utilize individual 72-12-1 domestic wells, which 
will be drilled by the developer with each parcel purchaser responsible for equipping the 
well with a pump, storage tank and any other needed equipment.  The developer has 
quantified the amount of water that will be allowed for each parcel at 0.55 acre-feet per 
year.  This amount of water is for outdoor and indoor domestic use along with water for 
two (2) horses. 
 
The developer has addressed water conservation measures in the disclosure statement; 
however, they should include additional measures to insure that the individual lots will 
not exceed their water allotment.  It is recommended that since the water amount 
allocated to each lot is 0.55 acre-feet for both indoor and outdoor purposes, the county 
should require the developer to refer to the previously referenced OSE Technical Report 
48, Section 6 to use as a reference and guide to help formulate additional water 
conservation measures for this proposal.  For example, the county could require the 
developer to restrict any additional outdoor water uses such as decorative ponds, 
swimming pools, and water fountains.  The developer has also addressed Fire Protection 
as per Appendix C, of the Sierra County Subdivision Regulations. 
 
It is my opinion that the developer’s water proposal will conform to the Sierra County 
Subdivision Regulations and the New Mexico Subdivision Act when they include a 
statement in the Disclosure Statement limiting and restricting outdoor irrigation to 900 
square-feet as calculated in the water budget and water supply plan.  Therefore, a 
favorable opinion will be issued contingent upon the addition of this item. 
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