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The Abbe Springs Subdivision proposal is a request to develop a 4,196-acre parcel 
into a 135 lot residential subdivision. This parcel is located approximately 12 miles 
Northwest of Magdalena, N.M.. It was reviewed pursuant to the Socorro County 
Subdivision Regulations, and the New Mexico Subdivision Act. 

The county submitted at least a portion of this subdividers' proposal on or about 
February 20, 2001. It should have been sent to our Bureau. Instead, it was sent to Jess 
Ward of the Albuquerque Office. No cover letter was enclosed to explain what it was, 
so Mr. Ward filed it. Article III, Section H.1 of the Soccoro County Subdivision 
Regulations states that the County Commission shall, within 10 days of receiving the 
proposal, insure that the State Engineer has been contacted, and given a chance to 
comment. Due to the previously mentioned facts, we did not get this chance. Article 
IV, Section D further states that the county is required to submit a subdivision packet 
as well as a written request from the county. We did not receive a request until June 6, 
2001. Accordingly, we have 30 days from this date to submit an opinion. 

The subdivider proposes that his subdivision will be supplied with domestic water via 
individual domestic wells. In his submittal, the subdivider has provided a "hydrologic 
assessment." This assessment, by Roger Peery of John Shoemaker and Associates, is 
intended only for the purpose of assessing "the potential for completing domestic 
wells on the subject property." It in no way claims to provide any evidence that 
domestic water is available on the property, to supply this subdivision. 

In Section Three, Article II B.3.f.3 of the Soccoro County Regulations, it states that 
the subdivider is required to provide a geohydrologic report. This report shall 
demonstrate that water is available for this development. This report should includes 
well logs, well tests, geologic cross-sections, and a 40-year schedule of effects. The 
subdivider has failed to fulfill this requirement. 



The subdivider has not calculated the maximum annual water requirements, pursuant 
to Section Three, Article II B.3.d Water requirements should be separated into indoor 
and outdoor uses. Restrictions on irrigated area should be specified in the disclosure 
statement and the covenants. It is important that they be consistent with the water 
requirement calculations, to ensure that residents will not exceed the amount of water 
that the domestic wells can provide. It is suggested that the developer refer to Office 
of the State Engineer Technical Report No. 48 entitled "Water Conservation and 
Quantification of Water Demands in Subdivisions" (Wilson, 1996) to calculate indoor 
and outdoor water requirements. The developer should also refer to Part 1 of the 
Regulations, which outlines water conservation measures 

It is my conclusion that the subdivider has not demonstrated that sufficient water is 
available to meet the requirements of his development. A favorable opinion to this 
effect should be witheld. 

 


