
MEMORANDUM      
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer 
Water Use and Conservation Bureau 
 
April 9, 2002 
 
To:  Brian Wilson, P.E., Water Use and Conservation Bureau Chief 
 
From:  Patrick J. Romero, Water Master I  
 
Subject: Vista Del Valle Subdivision Master Plan, Taos County 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Vista Del Valle Subdivision proposal is a request to develop a 14.4-acre lot into a 13 
lot residential subdivision. The lot is located in Llano Quemado, West of NM68, and 
South of Cuchilla Road, within Projected Sections 35 and 36 of T25N, R12E, N.M.P.M..  
It was reviewed pursuant to the Taos County Subdivision Regulations, and the New 
Mexico Subdivision Act.  The developer proposes that water will be supplied to this 
development via shared wells. 
 
The developer is proposing that two cluster wells will be shared. Each well will be 
connected to six or seven lots. This is not in compliance with Appendix B of the Taos 
County Subdivision Regulations, which restrict the number of lots per well to four.  The 
developer has applied for a variance for this requirement.  
 
The Taos County Subdivision Regulations state that, for a subdivision with fewer than 24 
lots, any of which are less than 3.0 acres in size, a community water system is required 
(Section 16.3).  This subdivision proposal does not conform to this regulation, as the 
developer is proposing using shared wells.  All of the lots in this proposed subdivision are 
between 1.0 and 1.2 acres in size.  
 
The Taos County Subdivision Regulations state that the County Commission shall not 
approve any subdivision with more than 20 lots, any of which are less than 2.0 acres in 
size, unless water rights are acquired (Section 5.7.1).  This subdivision proposal does not 
conform to this regulation.  
 
The subdivider’s submittal included a geohydrologic report, titled Geohydrology of the 
Vista Del Valle Subdivision, which was prepared by Glorieta Geoscience. I found that 
the report did provide the reader with a thorough understanding of the ground water 
resources in the area, and did demonstrate that water is physically available for this 
subdivision.     
 
According to the geohydrology report, water use is limited to 0.3 acre-feet per year, per 
lot, as per the Taos County Subdivision Regulations. Section 16.4 of the regulations 
limits water use for subdivisions to 0.30 acre-feet per year, per lot. The subdivider should 
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specify water restrictions to ensure that his subdivision would not exceed this water 
consumption. These restrictions should be listed in the disclosure statement and the 
covenants. 
 
In order to create water restrictions, the subdivider should calculate the maximum annual 
water consumption for this subdivision.  Water requirements should be separated into 
indoor and outdoor uses. Restrictions on irrigated area specified in the disclosure 
statement and the covenants should be consistent with the water requirement calculations, 
to ensure that residents will not exceed the amount of water that the domestic wells can 
provide.  It is suggested that the developer refer to Office of the State Engineer Technical 
Report No. 48 entitled “Water Conservation and Quantification of Water Demands in 
Subdivisions” (Wilson, 1996) to calculate indoor and outdoor water requirements.  
 
It is my opinion that the developer has not provided an adequate water supply plan, 
pursuant to the Taos County Subdivision Regulations.  In accordance, a favorable opinion 
should be withheld. 
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